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Gabon 


Situation Noted After Opposition Leader's Death 


Situation Said “Serious” 
4BI408 192890 London BRC World Service in kt nelish 
1618S GMT 24 May W 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Things are apparently getting pretty serious in 
Gabon. There have been (eruptions) following the death 
of an Opposition party leader, Joseph Ranjembe yes- 
terday. Some believe he died in suspicious circum- 
stances. There have been violent demonstrations, a dusk 
to dawn curfew has been imposed, and the French have 
responded by sending a detachment of troops to protect 
French citizens under the threat of violence in Gabon. 
From Libreville, Ellen Lanbanak reports. 


[Begin Lanbanak recording] Three personalities working 
with an oil company, Shell-Gabon, are held hostage by 
demonstrators in Port-Gentil, the hometown of the 
opposition leader, whose body was found yesterday in a 
hotel room. Renjambe’s relatives believe that the gov- 
ernment is responsible for his murder, although the 
autopsy is not over et. Security forces are attending an 
emergency ( abinet meeting focused on continued dem- 
onstrations. Yesterday, demonstrators set fire to several 
shops and official buildings. The Presidency is still 
sealed oft by troops, and demonstrators make 1t difficult 


for car drivers to use some streets. The president of 


Renjambe’s opposition party. Mr. Pierre Louis Agondjo, 
declared this morning that security forces attempted to 
kidnap himself and another opposition leader last night. 
Renjambe’s death took place 24 hours after Parliament 
and the Central Committee of the single party adopted a 
constitutional reform calling tor a multiparty system. 
Tension 1s likely to rise 1n the coming hours tn Libreville 
and in Port-Gentil. [end recording] 


Ellen Labaranak 1n Libreville. And there are now reports 
that there are seven more French hostages at Port-Gentl 
at the offices of the French oil company, Elf-Gabon, as 
well as the three at Shell-Gabon. 


Well, the French decision to send troops to Gabon 
contrasts with her refusal to intervene earlier this month. 
when Ivory Coast President Houphouet-Boigny called 
for help. And it raises questions about French policy 
towards the winds of change that are blowing through tts 
former colonies. On the line to Paris, Robin White asked 
journalist Howard Chissel exactly what forces the French 
had sent to Gabon 


[Begin recording] [Chissel] Well according to reports, 
they are sending 200 paratroopers from the Foreign 
Legion based in southern France, which will arrive this 
evening in Libreville. And that adds to the $00 or 600 
troops they already have in Libreville as well as an air 
power—in other jet aircraft and some helicopters. 


CENTRAL AFRICA I 


[White] Will they have any difficulties actually landing 
there? 


{Chissel] Certainly not in Libreville, because they have 
control over the air base. but in Port-Gentil, where most 
of the problem seems to be focused ai the moment, the 
airport 1s blocked by the opposition, and it 1s impossible 
to get in there and also impossible to get out, be ause 
there 18 no road to Port-Gentil, the o1! center 


[White] And what exacily are these extra French troops 
going in there to do” 


[Chissel] Their official mission is to protect French 
naticnals. It is a very, very ambiguous situation, because 
the French already have intervened in Gabon in the 
sixties to restore a president who was overthrown. In 
today's situation, it will be rmpossible for them to prop 
up Bongo--they'd be accused by the opposition and the 
other Afncans of neocolomialism. So, it 1s a very, very 
delicate operation, and all! other African leaders will be 
looking very closely, as weil as the population to see what 
exactly is going to happen 


[White] And do you think that the French want Bongo to 
Stay at all cost or do you think they will be prepared to let 
him go” 


[Chissel] I think the French are pragmatic and they 
realize the winds of change are blowing through Africa 
and Francophone Africa in particular. | think what they 
are intersted in is stability and a smooth transition. If 
Bongo can assure 1( until his presidential term runs out 
in '73 [as heard]. why not? But if things get out of hand, 
I think they would probably go with the change. 


[White] How much power. 1n fact, do the French have in 
Gabon to change things” 


{Chissel] Well, they do have the Armed Forces which, in 
the present situation, 1s probably the ultimate arm. Also 
they have quite a lot of economic power and diplomatic 
power. They control most of the oil industry, the mining 
yndustry. So, they do have an important say, but again, 
they do not want to meddle too closely because they can 
be accused of meddling 1n the internal policy and at the 
same time, they want to protect the French nationals 
—there are about 12.000 who are in Libreville, Port- 
Gentil, the ol center, as well as the hinterlands 


[White] Do you think that they asked Bongo whether 
they could send these troop reinforcements in before 
they went or do you think they just did tt unilaterally’ 


[Chissel] Officially, they have Gabon-se Government 
approval, because the Gabonese Government 1s linkc’! 
to France with a military cooperation agreement, so 1 
will be difficult for them to send it without it. But even 
the oppposition, for the moment, has not protested 
against the sendidng of the 200 extra French troops 


[White] Will the French be prepared to send more if 
necessary” 
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{Chissel] | certainly think so, because it would be a very, 
very serious situation if the French nationals and other 
Westerners will be put into danger as well as also the 
Gabonese population. So also, it’s a situation which can 
be mirrored in other countries of Francophone Africa, 
because Ivory Coast, for example, the situation has 
deteriorated very closely. [sentence as heard] So it’s also 
an experience which will be closely followed elsewhere. 


[White] Are there emergency plans to evacuate all these 
French citizens now in Gabon? 


{Chissel] It will be very difficult; there are 12,000 of 
them. But | think for the moment, the must serious 
problem is Port-Gentil, the oil center, which is blocked 
and no one can get in there. So, | think it 1s not going to 
be an evacuation that it would be there, and oi! people 
have already been evacuated in the last few weeks. So the 
number of Westerners in the oil center has diminished 
considerably. 


[White] Why do you think the French have gone into 
Gabon when they were asked to go into the Ivory Coast 
but refused to go in there? 


{Chissel] I think for the moment, the situation 1s much 
more serious in Gabon than it 1s in the Ivory Coast, and 
the French want to avoid any direct confrontation with 
the population or the opposition forces. But the situation 
has deteriorated so rapidly in the last two or three days 
that they fee! that their nat.onals are in danger. For the 
moment, they do not feel that’s the situation in the Ivory 
Coast, but it may [rephrases] events could go that way 
too. [end recording] 


Cabinet Meets, Adopts Measures 


AB2505110290 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 25 May 90 


[Text] In Gabon, the death of the opposition figure 
Joseph Rendjambe was discussed at length by members 
of the Gabonese Government who yesterday held a 
cabinet meeting extended to the security forces. Let us 
first listen to the tribute paid to this son of the country 
read by Jean-Remy Pendy-Bouick, Gabonese minister of 
information, posts, and telecommunications. 


[Begin Pendy-Bouick recording] First, the cabinet would 
like to express its shock over the sudden death of Mr. 
Rendjambe, one of our great opposition figures, whose 
active contribuuion enabled the recently held national 
conference to set the basis for our multiparty democracy. 
The cabinet would, therefore, like to pay vibrant tribute 
to this courageous son of Gabon, who devoted ail his life 
to the birth of the ideals of justice, freedom. and 
progress. In the face of this painful tragedy, te cabinet 
extends its condolence to the bereaved family. [end 
recording} 


As I have already said, a cabinet meeting extended to the 
security forces took place yesterday in Libreville, the 
Gabonese capital. This meeting, which took place while 
the country was still in shock over the death of the 
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opposition figure Joseph Rendjambe, made very impor- 
tant decisions, as you can hear from the report by 
Jean-Remy Pendy-Bouick, Gabonese minister of infor- 
mation, posts, and telecommunications: 


[Begin Pendy-Bouick recording] First, the cabinet has 
decided to set up a commission of enquiry to shed more 
light on the circumstances surrounding Josenh 
Rendjambe’s death. This commission will work in con- 
junction with the family of the deceased. Everything 
possible will be done to shed light on this affair. 


Second, a commission of enquiry will be set up to 
determine the responsibilities of those behind the acts of 
vandalism, plunder, arson, and detention of persons in 
Libreville and Port-Gentil. 


Third, the cabinet confirms the state of warning declared 
by the government, which imposes. ur.til further notice, 
a curfew on the entire national territory from 2100 to 
0600. In this regard, the cabinet has given strict and 
precise instructions to the security forces to restore and 
maintain public order and to guarantee the security of 
persons and goods on the entire national territory. [end 
recording} 


The situation yesterday appeared to be relatively calm 
after the release in Port-Gentil of the 10 foreigners 
detained by members of the opposition Gabonese 
Progress Party, PGP. This release was reached after 
negotiations between the kidnappers and a colonel com- 
manding a unit of the French Army which arrived 
yesterday in Port-Gentil to ensure the security of more 
than 3.000 French nationals living in the Gabonese 
economic capital. Meanwhile, the Port-Gentil Interna- 
tional Airport, which had been occupied by the demon- 
Strators since the beginning of the disturbances, was 
open to traffic yesterday by Gabonese paratroopers led 
by Lieutenant Colonel Ntori. long before the arrival of 
the French troops from France. 


France Sends 290 Legionnaires 


LD2808 142790 Paris Antenne 2 Television in French 
1100 GMT 25 May 90 


[Excerpts] Gabon: Most colleagues recall this morning 
that France has sent 200 Legionnaires there to ensure the 
safety of French citizens. The disturbances of the last few 
days have reportedly resulted in two dead and several 
dozen injured. [passage omitted] 


Let us look at France's role in Gabon—200 Legionnaires 
have arrived to ensure the safety of French citizens, but 
many recall that we are tied by the defense agreements 
signed in the early sixties which guarantee a military 
umbrella to Gabon, but in the event of internal crisis, the 
Gabonese opposition fears that this mission might serve 
as a pretext, 


Let us listen to the statement by Jacques Pelletier, the 
minister for cooperation. It is the first official statement 
by the French Government on this affair. 
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[Begin Pelletier recording] The situation remains tense 
and worrying this morning in Port-Genul. The night was 
marked by more looting. From the beginning of the 
disturbances. reinforcements were sent to Libreville. 
Following contacts with the Gabonese authorities, a 
large detachment was sent to Port-Gentil to protect our 
2,500 citizens, as well as members of the international 
community. They will remain there as long as circum- 
stances require it for the French people's safety. fend 
recording} 


That was the first official statement by the French Govern- 
ment. This morning in the columns of LE FIGARO, one 
can read an interview with Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo. To g.aeral surprise, the president asserts that 
nothing is happening there: We have opted for a multiparty 
system at France's request, he says in substance. so let us 
get on with this process, end of quotation. There is confir- 
mation in another interview granted to our colleagues at 
Radio France Internationale—tisten: 


{Begin recording] [Bongo] We have instituted a curfew to 
let people continue with their occupations calmly. The 
forces of order are surrounding the towns. They are there 
and they cannot (?make any move) until the situation 
changes. 


[Reporter] Was it you, Mr. President. who asked for 
French reinforcements” 


[Bongo] Listen, don’t bother me with all this business of 
asking or not asking. Gabon 1s a sovereign, independent 
state. The French Government is an independent, sov- 
ereign state. Between the two countries there are agree- 
ments—we do not need this. When one sees those people 
threatening everything and everybody, it 1s obvious that 
the French Government might be concerned about what 
might befall its citizens, and if one can maintain order in 
these cases, to assure them that someone ts there, that 
nothing will happen to them, then | do not know why | 
am being asked so many questions—is it you who asked” 
We do not need to ask for anything at all. That is just 
how it 1s. [end recording] 


As you can see, it 's very difficult, extremely difficult to 
mention the disturbances taking place in Gabci at this 
time, in that journalists are considered undesirable. The 
Antenne 2 team have been confined in their hotel rooms 
since this morning. and material has been confiscated 
from them. This is all that can be said for the time being 
and this explains, of course, the lack of pictures which we 
have faced for some time. [passage omitted] 


France To Airlift Women, Children 


AB2505131090 Paris AFP in Enelish 1235 GM1 
25 May 90 


[Excerpt] Libreville, May 25 (AFP)}—French troops in 
Gabon set up an airlift Friday for European women and 
children want...g to leave the 1solated economic capital 
Port-Gentil after looting continued overnight despite a 
curfew. 
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About 700 people were expected to take up the offer to start 
with and would be lodged at two hotels near the airport here. 
where two large transports were due frora France. 


French Embassy counsellor Christian Bernard insisted 
on the voluntary nature of the exercise. “It 1s not an 
evacuation.” he said. 


There are about 3.500 French in Port-Gentil, the centre 
of the country’s or: industry. Situated 250 kilometres 
(150 miles) south of Libreville, 1 hes on a lagoon and ts 
accessible only by air or sea. [passage omitted] 


Bongo Orders ‘Official Inquiry’ 


4B2605061090 Paris AFP in English 2156 GMI 
25 May YO 


[Text] Libreville. May 25 (AFP}—Gabonese President 
Omar Bongo on Friday toured several neighbourhoods 
of his country’s not-hit capital, and told reporters that he 
had ordred an official inquiry into the incident which 
sparked the rioting on Wednesday. Mr Bongo said te 
inquiry would look into the as-yet unexplained death of 
opposition leader Joseph Rendjambe, whose body was 
reported to have been found in a Libreville hotel over- 
night on Tuesday. 


During his tour of the capital Mr. Bongo, accompanied 
by Prime Minister Casimir Oyve-Mba and several other 
ministers. got out of his car on several occasions to talk 
to people in the street. 


However reliable sources said late Friday that protesters, 
some of them armed with rifles, continued to man 
vadblocks round their neighbourhoods in Libreville 
The main neighbourhoods affected were Akebe. Lik- 
ouala and Batavea., the sources said. 


Meanwhile official sources here confirmed that inmates 
of Libreville’s central prison had rebelled and taken over 
the institution’s watchtowers. However the sources said 
that Gabonese security forces had been deployed around 
the prison to prevent escapes. A similar rebellion in the 
prison at Port-Gentil, Gabon’s main oil town, led to all 
the prisoners there escaping during the past two days’ 
rioting. the sources said. 


Meanwhile 169 French people who were airlifted out of 
Gabon’s main troublespots earlier in the day arrived in 
Paris late Friday. Most of them there were women and 
children. Many of the evacuated women refused to 
discuss the situation in Gabon, stressing that their hus- 
bands remained in the country. However a teenage boy 
who returned with his sister said: “Port-Gentil no longer 
exists...last night we heard shooting. 


“It will probably go on as long as President Bongo 
remains in power.” he said. 


The S500 French troops stationed in the small west 
African state, who received reinforcements of 200 sol- 
diers after the latest unrest broke out this week. helped 
evacuate a total of over 500 dependents of Europeans 


working in Gabon on Friday, the Foreign Minister said 
in Paris. And in London the Shell o1i company said it 
was evacuating dependents of its staff there. Port-Gentl 
iS ocated on a lagoon and 1s accessible only by air or sea. 


Andre-Dieudonne Berre, chief executive of Shell-Gabon. 
who accompanied some of the company’s employees to 
planes here in Libreville, said that his company had put 
its on terminal at Port-Gentil mto its lowesi possible 
operating mode, but could not switch the oil flow off 
completely for technical reasons. He confirmed that 
protesters 17 tre town had threatened to set fire to the oil 
terminals there. 


“The noters are systematically destroying infrastructure 
that we have spent long years creating.” he told AFP 
without elaborating. Shell operates Gabon’s biggest oil- 
field, at Rabbi-Kounga tn the country’s southern jungle 


The French Foreign Ministry meanwhile issued a state- 
ment reaffirming that the country’s troop presence in 
Gabon “can in no way be interpreted as interference in 
Gabon’s internal affairs.” The troops were there purels 
to protect French livcs, the statement said 


Bongo Urges People To Regain Control 26 May 


AB2608 104990 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 26 May 90 


[Text] In Gabon, there 1s relative calm in Libreville and 
Port-Gentil, after violent demonstrations in the wake of 
the death of Joseph Rendjambe., one of Gabon’s opposi- 
tion leaders. He died in circumstances that necessitated 
the setting up of a commission of enquiry. Yesterday. 
Gabonese Head of State Omar Bongo toured the 


Gabonese capital to take stock of the destruction of 


property during the recent violent demonstrations. He 
was accompanied by Gabonese Prime Minister Casimir 


Ove-Mba. Can the situation jeopardize the restoration of 


the multiparty system in the country” Lesten to President 
Bongo’s answer: 


[Begin Bongo recording] | am not somebody who goes 
back on his words, especially when they have been 
unanimously and publicly adopted. Why should we go 
back? I clearly said that the multiparty system has its 
advantages but also many disadvantages, just as the 
one-party system also has its advantages and disadvan- 
tages. To me, the multiparty system in Africa has always 
been a source of division. | told you that for 22 years, we 
had never experienced such violence. But now, with the 
advent of the multiparty system, things have started to 
go bad. The essential thing is for everyone to regain 
control of himself. Politics 1s not practiced by using the 
Sireets as a weapon. We have to hold debates and 
discussions. There must be a conflict of ideas, not 
conflict in the streets based on incitement and manipu- 
lation. [end recording] 


It must be remarked, however, that despite the calm 
noted yesterday, a certain tension can be observed in 
Port-Gentil and Libreville. In Port-Gentil, an airlift has 
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been set up by France to repatnate French nationals and 
foreigners who wish to leave the country 


Demonstrations Spread To Lambarene 


1220085103600 Paris AFP in French 0989 GMI 
"6 May YO 


Teat}] Librevilie, 26 May (AFP)}—The violent demon- 
strations which erupted tn the past few davs in Libreville 
and Port-Gentil, the Gabonese economic capital, spread 
yesterday to Lambarenc, 230 km southeast of here, and 
to Mouila (in the center of the country), 1 was learned 
today from various sources in the Gabonese capital 


According to these sources, noters in Lambarene. a town 
on the Ogoue River, raided the prison, freed the inmates. 
and ransacked the focal courthouse. Three vehicles 
belonging to the federal! secretary of the Gabonese Dem- 
ocratic Party (the PDG, which has ruled the country for 
22 years) and a locai trade were destroyed. The same 
sources aiso indicated that shops belonging to Maurita- 
nian traders were looied and the affiliate of the Mate- 
naux du Gabon company was set on fire. 


On two occasions in the past few months, the personne! 
of Schweizer Hospital—named after Dr. Albert Sch- 
weitzer, who established ius hospital at the beginning of 
the century —went on strike to press for social benefits 
and the dismissal of certain expatriate cadres 


Bongo Speaks on Maintaining Order 


LDO608 184790 Paris Antenne 2 Television in French 
L100GMI 26 May 90 


[President Omar Bongo addresses journalists, date, place 
not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] The situation in Gabon continues to make the 
headlines this morning. A precarious calm has been 
reestablished there but it 1s known now that the whole 
country was affected because demonstrations have been 
reported in Lambarene. a town in the center of the 
country, and in other small towns of Gabon. [passage 
omitted] Presicent Bongo intends to remain in position 


| Bongo] [Words indistinct] and if ever it 1s repeated we 
will give all we have to establish order, That 1s all 


{Journalist} You are ready to give it your all—what does 
this mean” You are ready to let the soldiers fire on the 
crowd if 


| Bongo, interrupting] Never, never. Have you read the 
press this morning’ 


|Journalist] Yes 


| Bongo] Have you read the communique of the Council 
of Ministers’? [passage omitted] If you have read the 
Gabonese press, the [word indistinct] press, you would 
have noticed that we said that...[changes thought] There was 
a mceting that | had to chair—the government, the forces of 
security—and during this meeting we said yes to order, yes 
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10 firmness, no to using arms, no to using clubs, [word 
indistinct} hitting and jostling. [passage omitted] 


Situation Said ‘Calm’ 


LD27085125890 Paris Antenne 2 Television in French 
1745 GMT 26 May W 


[Excerpts] The first news story this evening 1s Gabon. 
The situation has been calm jor 2” hours now, but it ts 
also now known that the nots which followed the suspi- 
cious death of an opponeni of President Bongo’s regime 
not only affected the economic capital of the country, 
Port-Gentil, but also Libreville and other towns in the 
country. [passage omitted] 


[Begin Bongo recording] [Words indistinct] there are 
people who want io be somebody's cat’s-paw. But [words 
indistinct] a specific situation, which they wani to 
exploit for political ends—I repeat political ends. We 
adopted the Constitution in order to make way for the 
multiparty system. The next stage is the election of 
deputies to the National Assembly in September | think 
that today, those who are calling people into the streets 
believe that power is in the streets but they are wrong. 
Not only 1s power not in the streets, they are afraid of 
going to the elections because they know they will get 
nothing. And to do this they have to sow the seeds of 
disorder. You know what a scorched earth policy costs. 
jend recording] [passage omitted] 


Demonstrations Contirve 26 May 
4B 2605205290 Paris AFP in French 1837 GMT 
26 May 90 


[Text] Port-Gentil (Gabon), 26 May (AFP}—A crowd of 
about 1000 people who were protesting the death of 
Joseph Rendjambe, general secretary of the Gabonese 
Progress Party (PGP, an opposition movement), demon- 
strated this afternoon in Port-Gentri, an AFP special 
corresspondent has noted. Chanting slogans hostile to 
President Bongo with their foreheads tied with black and 
red pieces of cloth as a sign of mourning. the women 
preceeded the cortege. followed by militants carrying old 
hunting guns. 


For several days now, it was stated to AFP journalists, 
this cortege of mourners has been formed every after- 
noon to parade the streets and demonstrate. According 
to Mr. Nang Bekale, a PGP official, the streets belong to 
supporters. Several of his supporters, he affirmed. are 
armed and will shoot if the Gabonese Army intervenes. 
He also suggested that journalists ensure their own 
protection. 


However, there seems to be an accord between demon- 
strators and the French Army. Before the attentive eyes 
of the French troops, very few cars drove this afternoon 
through the streets of a city deserted by most of the 
European population. According to some Europeans, the 
French soldiers have gradually increased their forces. All 
the sensitive places of the city, including the airport, are 
under their control. 
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Fuel is becoming scarce and shopping is difficult, some 
Europeans stated. They blamed journalists for giving this 
magnitude to events. Reassured by the presence of French 
troops, whose official task is to ensure the safety of foreign 
nationals and their investments, some of these Europeans 
have remained, and are worried about their future. 


In the streets, one can see signs of disturbances, burned 
vehicles, and destroyed buildings. The center of the city 
1S apparently in the hands of the demonstrators. 


Airport Declared ‘Military Airoort’ 
1B2608 194590 Paris AFP in French 1918 GMT 
26 May W 


[Text] Libreville, 26 May (AFP}—The Port-Gentil Air- 
port has been declared a military airport and 1s for- 
bidden to civil traffic until further notice. the National 
Gabonese Television [RTG] announced this evening. 
quoting the Crisis Management Staff. The decision by 
the Crisis Management Staff has been announced by the 
chief of General Staff of the Aimed Forces, the RTG 
stressed during its 1830 GMT newscast. 


French Evacuated From Gabon 


LD2708084290 Paris Domestic Service in French 
2100 GMT 26 May 90 


[Text] One thousand eight hundred French people have 
already lefi Gabon. According to a list from the Foreign 
Ministry, $21 were repatriated last night, and 1,125 will 
be repatriated in the next few hours. The evacuation will 
continue as long as there are people in Libreville who 
wish to be evacuated. This is what the French military 
spokesman in Gabon has said in Libreville 


French Forces ‘Reinforced’ in Port-Gentil 27 May 


182708113990 Paris AFP in French 1113 GMT 
27? May W 


[Text] Libreville. 27 May (AFP}—The French Army 
reinforced its units in Port-Gentil (south Gabon), where 
the situation 1s, however, “militarily calm.” according to 
authoritative sources here today. The equivalent of a 
Legion company, with increased command means. 
arrived yesterday in Port-Gentil, where the French mis- 
ilary presence “1s becoming serious.” according to te 
same sources. 


Two Oj) Firms Threaten To Close 


1827058142690 Dakar PANA in French 1087 GMT 
27 May W 


[Text] Libreville, 27 May (AGP-GAB/PANA)}—Funeral 
rites and demonstrations took place yesterday afternoon 
in Port-Gentil where Elf-Gabon, one of the country’s 
oldest oil companies, 1s threatening to stop all activities 
because of disturbances following the death of ir 
Rendjambe, secretary general of the Gabonese Progress 
Party (GPP), it was learned from official sources this 
morning in the Gabones« capital. 
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Far from being violent, the marches by militants of the GPP 
of Gabonese Bar Association President Agondjo Okawe, 
Mr. Rendjambe's first cousin, were peaceful with mtual 
undertones because of the traditional dances and burial mites 
in memory of the deceased, it was stated by sources close to 
the Ministry of Information in Libreville 


Concerning Elf stopping activities as early as 23 May. the 
two major firms sharing nearly 90 percent of the 
Gabonese oil market—Elf-Gabon and Shell—had 
expressed concern. While Elf-Gabon envisaged the 
closing down of its installations, Shell continued its 
activities in spite of the social agitatiron. This rs the first 
treme that the two ol giants. which had been spared by 
the violent demonstrations taking place since January 
and in spite of the hostage-taking (seven from Elf-Gabon 
and three from Shell). have envisaged such a decision 


The closing of Efl-Gabon installations and possibly those 
of Shell, if demonstrations hostile to these companies 
continue, constitutes a real threat to Gabon’s ol industry 
which constituted nearly 67 percent of the country’s 
economy represented in 1988. This 1s estimated at 80 
percent for this year with the start of production at the 
large Rabi Kounga field whose daily production 1s pres- 
ently more than 140.000 barrels 


The threat to close the oil installations of the two firms. 
which have evacuated many families to Paris, has led the 
government to begin direct negotiations with the com- 
panies’ officials in Port-Gentil where a ministerial dele- 
gation 1s reported to have arrived. Lasi night. the Port- 
Gentil airport was declared a mulitary airport. and 
prohibited to civil aviation until further notice 


O#! Output Reportedly Drops 


1B27085 22790 Paris AFP in Enelish 1144 GM 
27 May 9) 


[Text] Port-Gentil, Gabon, May 27 (AFP)—Five 
Ciabonese Government ministers flew to Port-Gentil, 
‘ne country’s not-torn oi! capital Saturday. secking talks 
with opposition leaders as major o1! Companies evacu- 


ated dependents and “non-essential” staff amid fears of 


fresh violence Sunday. The ministers, including Defence 
Minister Martin-Fidele Magnaga and ©)! Minister Jean 
Ping. came to negotiate and sizyed for two hours in 
Port-Gentil, according to Guy Nang Bekale. the local 
representative of the opposition Gabonese Progress 
Party [GPP]. He said: “The government envoys were 
told to address themselves to our national! leadership 
which will decide on the course of action.” 


He said the government had asked the GPP “to be 
reasonable.” Mr. Nang said: “We have been just that for 
five days. It 1s we who have been keeping order in the 
city and we have detained several looters.” He said 
thieves had been handed over to the authorities and 
Stolen property returned to its owners 


On Sunday, Port-Gentil was quiet with French ‘troops 
guarding strategic points. The airport, banned to civilian 


aE 
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traffic since Saturday, was under the control of French 
soldiers aided by a few Gabonese. Europeans wanting to 
leave Port-Gentil are being flown out aboard military 
Transall transport airci aft. Thr -e aircraft, two chartered 
by the French oil firm ELF-Aquitaine, evacuated nearl) 
470 women and children and “non-essential” personne! 
Sarurday. The evacuees also included workers and 
dependents of the Italian irm Agip and the Anglo-Dutch 
company Shell. 


ELF said only about 100 senior employees were staying 
on in Pon-Gentil. A company spokesman said oi! firms 
feared fresh violence might break out Sunday when the 
body of Joseph Rendjambe. the opposition leader whose 
mysterious death sparked off the nots Wednesday. will 
be brought home here from Libreville. Mr. Rendjambe 
was found dead in unexplained circumstances al a Libre- 
ville hotel on Tuesday 


Production at ELF-Aquitaine’s offshore plattornis. 
which reached 5.1 million tonnes in 1989, has been 
reduced to zero since Wednesday. “There 1s no one left 
at the Cap Lopez terminal” where oi! extracted off-shore 
iS Stored, a spokesman for ELF said. The company’s 
Paris head office said the oil installations had suffered no 
damage and “ELF does not feel threatened by the 
demonstrations.” 


At the huge Rabi Kounga oil field, operated by Shell in 
the southern Gabonese jungle. output which recently 
attained | 20,000 barrels a day. has been cul to a min- 
imum. ELF Gabon 1s the country’s biggest oi! producer 
with a total of 10 milhoa tonnes in 1989. The country’s 
output for Apnl was 270,000 barrels a day—73,000 
more than its OPEC quota 


Dumas Urges ELF To Resume Production 


If 2908091290 Paris AFP in Enelish O848 GMT 
2Y May W 


[Text] Paris, May 29 (AFP)}—French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumes on 29 May urged the state oil company 
ELF to resume oi production in the troubled West 
African state of Gabon, saying the situation there was 
calming down. In reference to the evacuation by French 
troops of thousands of expatriate workers from the 
Gabonese o:l capital of Port-Gentl, Mr. Dumas said that 
ELF was “obliged to ensure the safety of its workers.” 


However Gabonese President Omar Bongo. who on 
Monday ordered ELF to resume output or risk forfeiting 
its concessions, had “the duty to ensure that Sis country 
1§ Supplied and that the country continues to procure the 
benefits of the oil industry.” Mr. Dumas said. Mr. Dumas, 
who was speaking on the French radio station Europe |, said 
that ELF “did not shut down its pumps, but slowed down 
extraction which can be resumed within a few hours.” He 
added: “! hope that 1 1s resumed.” 


Mr. Dumas also stressed that French troops had been 
sent as reinforcements to Gabon merely to protect 
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French nationals “and have no instructions at all to 
intervene in the internal affairs of Gabon.” 


He spoke as Gabonese security forces. reinforced over- 
night. began reimposing government control over Port- 
Gentil. On Tuesday they blasted away roadblocks and 
filtered traffic under a state of emergency ordered by the 
government Monday after six days of unrest prompted 
by the unexplained death of an opposition politician. 


Mr. Dumas also said that multiparty democracy should 
spread into Africa, and warned that France might review 
its relations with its former colonies in the continent 


Questioned about defence and aid agreements made by 
France with its colonies as they achieved independence. 
Mr. Dumas said that they “are old and would merit 
being reviewed ~ 


Ali of the problems confronting Africa would be studied 
at a Sranco-Afnmcan summit which was to begin at La 
Baule. in western France, on June 19. 


Referring to economic problems and the debt burden. he 
said that there was “a’so a deficit of democracy in these 
countries.” 


He added: “The whole youthful population aspires to 
greater liberty. Account must be taken of this. But firstly 
it is for the African leaders to appreciate this trend.’ 


Mr. Dumas stressed that democracy “1s making progress 
everywhere,” and that it “must progress also in Africa.” 


Demonstrations Reported 27 May 


AB2708151790 Dakar PANA in French 1200 GMI 
27? May 9 


[Text] Lamberene (central-west Gabon), 27 May (AGP- 
GAB/PANA)—Demonstrations continued yesterday in 
Lambrrene, capital city of the Moyen-Ogooue Province 
(central-west of the country) with isolated acts of looting 
perpetrated by rioters, it was announced today by a 
rehab’e sov7ce from that part of the country. In a 
telephone conversation with the GABONESE PRESS 
AGENCY, the source indicated that more meetings have 
been organized by members of the Gabonese opposition 
party, the Gabonese Progress Party, in order to attack 
more public buildings. The targets include the Public 
Treasury, the Sofitel Hotel, the airport, and the assets of 
some government dignitaries. 


To calm the situation, the security forces in Lamberene 
reinforced their patrols in the “Isaac” and “Adouma™ 
areas. Three people were seriously wounded. Shops and 
administrative buildings were attacked by the demon- 
strators and prisoners on the run. A new attack by the 
demonstrators could add to the damages. !t was said 
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‘Calm’ Reported in Port-Gentil 


182708175090 Dakar P4iNA in French 1430 GMT 
27 May W 


[Text] Libreville. 27 May (AGP-GAB/PANA)—This 
morning in Port-Genti! about 500 demonstrators (men. 
women. and children) continued the peaceful marches 
going on since the death of Joseph Rendjambe. gencral 
secretary of the Gabonese Progress Party (GPP. opposi- 
tion) five days ago. a reliable source announced in the 
Gabonese economic capital. 


In a telephone conversation with the GABONESE 
PRESS AGENCY. AGP. the source states that the dem- 
onstrators’ gathering point is “Elf ward. from where 
they started toward “Quartier Sud.” “Chateau d'Eau.” 
“Grand Village.” and the “Balise.” Looting and fires 
have given way to an apparent calm, the source stressed. 
As for the security forces, they have watched the situa- 
tion cautiously. while striving to protect the sensitive 
points in the city 


The aeport, which has been closed to civilian traffic 
since yesterday, 1s guarded by French and Gabonese 
soldiers. Economic activities have slowed down and the 
citizens, who are going about their usual business, also 
have been getting their supplics easily. 1t was stated 


Bongo Calls "Crisis Meeting’ 


1B2708 178190 Paris AFP in Enelish 1717 GMI 
27 May W 


{Excerpts} Libreville, May 27 (AFP)}—President Omar 
Bongo of Gabon Sunday summoned ministers to a crisis 
meeting here as French Foreign Legion troop reinforce- 
ments arrived in the country’s oi capital, hit by anti- 
government nots last week. 


In Port-Gentil, an AFP correspondent said the country’s 
vital on industry had almost ground to a halt as a result 
of the evacuation of expatriate workers. Youths, toting 
guns. machetes and sticks, roamed Port-Gentil on 
Sunday. looting shops which had not already been left 
empty in last week's riots, triggered by the death in 
suspicious circumstances of opposition leader Joseph 
Rendjambe 


The arrival Saturday of the latest French reinforcements 
brought the French military contingent in Gabon to 
about 1.000 men. Two hundred French soldiers were 
flown in last week to boost the regular garrison of some 
700 men stationed permanently in Gabon under a bilat- 
eral military treaty. French troops were said to be in 
“effective control” of Port-Gentil airport which was 
banned to civilian traffic from Saturday. Gabonese sol- 
diers claimed they were controlling the city and eleven 
“strategic” ports which include the elctricity plant, the 
airport and the om] port terminal 


\ French Foreign Ministry statement issued in Paris 
Sunday stressed that the French soldiers were “in no 
way” involved in maintaining public order. and were 
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strictly “ensuring the safety of French citizens and 
voluntary repatriation operations”. Roughly two-thirds 
of the estimated 2.500 French expatriates in Port-Gentil 
have been evacuated since the worst of the noting on 
Wednesday and Thursday. [passage omitted] 


Sources here sid that President Bongo was due to 
discuss the situa,\ion with government ministers at an 
emergency cabin:t meeting on Sunday following an 
unsuccessful attempt Saturday by five ministers to get 
the opposition i) start negotiztions. The five muaisters 
flew to Port-Gentil but the local GPP [Gabonese 
Progress Party] leader Guy Nang Bekale told them the 
decision to negotiate rested with the national opposition 
leaders. [passage omitted] 


Demonstrators Want Bongo To Resign 


AB7705213590 Paris AFP in French 2028 GMT 
27 May W 


[Text] Port-Gentil, 27 May (AFP}—About 1.000 people 
again demonstrated this afternoon in Port-Gentil fol- 
lowing ar appeal by the Gabonese Progress Party (PGP. 
opposition) to demand the resignation of President 
Omar Bongo, an AFP correspondent has noted. Since the 
beginning of the trouble on 23 May in the country’s 
second largest city, this kind of rally has become a daily 
affair every afternoon. Security services armed with 
hunting guns who previously policed the opposition 
demonstrations were more discreet today. 


[Paris AFP in Enghsh 2t 2133 GMT on 27 May reports: 
“However, the anti- . vernment protesters continued to 
sport hunting <.iies and other weapons, although the 
arms were iess openly on show than during earlier 
protests.”’] 


Women in front of the procession with red and black 
headbands tied to their foreheads were seen singing in 
memory of Joseph Rendjambe. the PGP general secretary 
found dead on 23 May in a Libreville hotel in unclear 
circumstances. The placards called for the immediate resig- 
nation of President Bongo. and the demonstrators have 
been offering an escort to each journalist present to explain 
the meaning of the ritual demonstrations. 


As the procession passed through Port-Gentil. small 
groups formed in the streets and were seen discussing the 
future of this small town, where economic activity is 
gradually coming to a standstill following the pillages of 
the first days and the repatriation of some |.700 French 
nationals out of the 2.500 that were living in Port-Gentil 
before the trouble started. 


Prime Minister Meets Officials 28 May 


4B2805 180990 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 28 May 90 


[Text] The prime minister and head of government, Mr. 
Casimir Oye-Mba today 1s holding a series of meetings 
with the parliamentarians. officials of political associa- 
tions, and traditional rulers from the country’s nine 
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provinces. This morning he held talks in Libreville with 
the Gapdonese parliamentarians. The prime minister's 
schedule for this afternoon includes talks with the 
leaders of the political associations born out of the recent 
national conference. He will later receive the traditional 
chiefs and politicians from the nine provinces of the 
Republic. To crown 11 all, the prime minister will make 
a radio and television broadcast to the nation this 
evening. There 1s no doubt that these political meetings 
constitute the logical consequence of the general situa- 
tion in Gabon, a situaton which led to spectacular and 
even dramatic developments following the mysterious 
death of an opposition figure and of course, there have 
been demonstrations against the government. distur- 
bances, and looting. 


Another consequence 1s that oil companies have stopped 
production or slowed down the rate of production. 
According to some company officials. the opposition 
forced them to take this step. This situation has led to the 
departure of many French and foreign nationals from 
Gabon's economic ceater—the Ogoue Maritime Region 
and in particular. from Port-Gentl. In the face of this 
situation, the Gabonese Government, which met in 
Libreville yesterday, has instructed public security 
agents to shed no blood. As it can be seen, the Gabonese 
Government has been calling tor calm. 


However. Port-Gentil remains the center stage of the 
situation, where work did not resume today in Gabon’s 
economic capital. About 1.000 people yesterday demon- 
strated in Port-Gentil at the call of the opposition 
Gabonese Progress Party [PGP]. Africa No.1's special 
correspondent Crepin Nganga reports: 


[Begin Nganga recording] Since the PGP officials 
decided to assume responsibility for oublic order, no 
looting has been reported, to the satisfaction of the 
Gabonese military authorities which are now reassured. 
It was in this context, characterized by the absence of the 
political and admisustrative authorities, that Gabonese 
civil servants as well as oi] company cadres had been 
thinking about fleeing to Libreville. Many families were 
seen struggling at the Port-Gentil International Airport 
to get on the military planes yesterday. The major 
concern here 1s that the city might run short of essential 
commodities. The big supermarkets have closed or have 
been looted. As could be expected, prices have shot up in 
the markets while salarics have not been paid by some 
employers who rushed to catch the first plane and flee. 
thus leaving behind distressed employees. 


It is an open secret that the mayor part of Gabon’s 
financial earnings comes from oil. One can imagine the 
consequences this situation would have for Gabon’s 
economy should it persist. Most of the oil company offi- 
cials—Dutch, Americans, French—who held strategic 
positions in the oi! exploitation, cannot be reached now 
because they have left. The oi! operations at the rigs on the 
high seas have reportedly ceased. This 15 proof that since at 
least 23 May. oi! is no longer flowing mm this region. 


FBIS-AFR-90-103 
29 May 1990 


Then, there 1s also one question: How will this situation 
end”? Indeed, this is the first tume in Gabon’s post- 
independence history that we are seeing people in such a 
bad temper, armed civilians parading proudly before 
regular forces and looking al one another like gods ready 
to devour one another. This is a surprising situation. 
{end recording] 


Comments on “Civil War 
4B2805232390 Libreville Atrica No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 28 May 90 


{Text} in the first place, I would like to remind you that 
Gabonese Prime Minister Casmir Oye-Mba this after- 
noon met with several high-ranking Gabonese function- 
aries and officials of political associations in the country. 
Thrs series of meetings point to the new directives that 

vernment might give to the law enforcement 
ser ..5 to cose che political, social, and economic crisis 
Situation facing the country since 23 May. Well, I think 

* Save our correspondent Jean Valere on line 


| Valere}] Well. during his meeting this afternoon with the 
officials of the political associations at the |2 March 
Building, Gabonese Prime Minister Casmir Ovye-Mba 
described the situation pi evailing in Our Country since the 
incidents generated by the death of the Gabonese Progress 
Party [PGP] Secretary General Joseph Rendjambe’s death, 
once again stressing that Gabon, and I quote. 1s on the verge 
of civil war, the conditions for this scene having been 
fulfilled, according to him. Indeed, is he not mght in nursing 
such a concern? Casimir Oye-Mba appealed to all his fellow 
counirymen to avoid the unrepairable. No responsible gov- 
ernment, he continued, can indefinitely agree to accommo- 
date the situatron in Port-Gentil, the o:! town—orl which 
has gone very far in the development process which we have 
so far undertaken, oi! on which we have been basing much 
hope for the future of the country. It 1s easier to talk of civil 
war than to experience its horror. the Gabonese prime 
minister also said, recalling that he has a good idea of it 
having seen the reality of the damage it has caused in some 
African countnes which he refused to name. 


In summation, it was a clear appeal. an appeal for the use 
of dialogue. d:alogue which Gabon has the rght now 
more than ever to cultivate is order not to injure the 
multiparty sysiem chosen by the country 


We are therefore waiting for the important stateme.it 
that the Gabonese prime minister will be making soon. A 
Statement, as you can understand, that 1s awaited by the 
whole country 


Situation Reported on 28 Viay 


182808225290 Libreville Airica No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 28 May 9 


[Text] It. Gabon, the government seems to have progres- 
sively opted for firmness to contain the wave of demon- 
Strations being embarked upon following the death of 
Gabonese Progress Party [PGP] Secretary General 
Joseph Renjambe. As we are opening this newscast, 
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Gabonese Prime Minister Casmur Oye-Mba was toc have 
made an important radio and teicvision statement. Any 
moment now, we will have on line our special correspon- 
dents, namely Jean Valere Nbinamanza and John Joseph 
Mbourou of Africa No. | edntoral board. At any rate, 
from sources close to the government, the possibility of 
an eventual imposition of a state of srege in Port-Gentil 
iS not dismissed. As you know, calm apparently returned 
io Port-Gentil this morning. but it seems as if security 
measures have been stepped up in this locality where the 
presence of a detachment of the Presidential Guard, 
supported by three armored cars, was noted this aflter- 
noon. Well, to know more about this and to be more 
precise on the issue, here 1s Our special correspondent 


Crepin Nganga: 


[Begin Nganga recording] This morning it rained in 
Port-Gentil. Some primary and secondary school pupils 
gathered in front of their schools. the doors of wh-ch 
were closed, and they returned home. This evening they 
marched again, men aid women. their heads tied with 
bands the color of blood. 


Journalism 1s a real adventure. !t 1s an adventure as it 1s 
placed within the position of somebody revoliing. and 
one is obliged to face the realities of the situatrion—the 
reality in the streets of Port-Gentil. The unbelievable 
spectacle of civilians of all ages whom one can see at the 
corner of one road with |2mm-calibre guns in their 
hands and they ask you if you need something. Then 
afier some time, after fear and emotion are conquered. 
you have to face the reahty of what is before you— 
adolescents armed with knives and hunting guns. They 
give you a whole lot of contradictory ideas. The roads of 
Port-Gentil are full of roadblocks which make you think 
of New Caledionsa. Now, night 1s falling on Port-Gentl 
and the question everybody 1s asking himself is: What 
will happen tomorrow? [end revording] 


Guards Sent to Port-Gentil 


182808193000 Paris AFP in Enelish 1921 GMT 
28 Mav W 


[Text] Libreville, May 28 ‘AFP)}—Gabonese President 
Omar Bungo sent Presidential Guards and three tanks 
Monday to restore order in Port-Gentil, the country’s 
economic capital brought to © © ndstill by anti- 
government protests. The squadro ©! iroops and tanks 
left here in the afternoon for Port-\:« stil, the nation’s oil 
capital, just hours bevore Prime Minister Casimir Oye- 
Mba wa. «wheduled to adress the troubied nation on 
radio and televisicr. Bui plans to declare a “state of 
siege” appear to have been abandoned by the govern- 
ment because of insufficient time to satisfy constitu- 
tional requirements, sources said. 


The prime minister spent Monday in consultation here 
with members of the government to try to work out a 
solution to the upheaval that prompted France to send 
serveral hundred French Foreign Legion reinforcements 
to nts former colony Scturday. 
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Leaders of the opposition from Port-Genti! met secretly 
Monday in a building in the heart of the capital under 
the protection of Armed militants, sources said. Eco- 
nomic activity in Port-Gentil has ground to a halt as 
Gabonese and French troops hold their positions and 
leaders of the opposition Gabonese Progress Party patrol 
streets armed with pistols to enforce a citywide strike. 


In the morning, the French Army began evacuating the 
1,000-strong European co amunity in Port-Gentil, 
which a mecath ago numbered 3,000. Europeans have 
veen told to remain in groups and if necessary to 
assemble at one of three assigned places in the city, 
sources in Port-Gentil said. 


In this oil-rich area, which accounts for 80 per cent of the 
country’s resources, the cut in production ts costing oil 
companies and the state 13 billion CFA francs (46 
million dollars) per day, the Gabonese Ministry of Infor- 
mation said. The airport in Port-Gentil is still blockaded 
by Gabonese forces and the seaport is threatened by 
demonstrators. The Ministry of Information warned 
Monday that if the situation ts not brought under control 
“in five days there will be nothing left to eat in Port- 
Gentil,” and petrol is in increasingly short supply. 


In Libreville, life appears to have returned to normal, 
although many businesses remain closed. Armed patrols, 
accompanied by armoured vehicles, have brought an end 
to the intermittent gunfire that has punctuated the last 
few days in the center of the city. 


The anti-government rioting here and in Port-Genti! 
erupted Wednesday after Joseph Rendjambe, the Port- 
Gentil-born secretary of the Gabonese Progress Party. 
had been found dead in mysterious circumstances in a 
Libreville hotel. 


Bongo Vows To Restore Order 


AB2805231090 Paris AFP in English 2301 GMT 
28 May 90 


[Excerpts] Libreville, May 28 (AFP}—The Gabonese 
Government on Monday declared a state of siege in the 
country’s oil capital of Port-Gentil and sent in more of 
its Own troops, as embattled President Omar Bongo 
vowed to restore order “by any means.” “You can’t 
make an omelette withoui breaking eggs,” Mr. Bongo 
told an interviewer for the private French TF1 television 
station. “I make concessions on lots of things, but when 
one touches the institutions of the Republic, there can be 
no nalf-measures.” 


Meanwhile in a national television and radio broadcast, 
Prime Minister Casimir Oye-Mba announced that Port- 
Gentil and its surrounding province had been placed in 
a State of siege. and that all persons holding weapons 
were to hand them over to the authorities. Mr. Oye-Mba 
said that the unrest in the West African country “could 
not go on any longer.” [passage omitted] 


In his television interview Mr. Bongo also hinted that if 
the French state-owned oil company Elf Aquitaine did 
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not soon reiurn to restart its operations in Port-Gentil, 
he could award its concessions to another group. “If in 
three, four or five days Elf doesn’t come back and 
somebody says “Il am ready to work. what should I do?” 
he said. “I think the people at Elf will hear what I am 
saying and will respond.” Elf Gabon shut down its oil 
operations in Gabon last Wednesday after the unrest 
broke out. [passage omitted] 


Later on Monday the main opposition group in Port- 
Gentil, the Gabonese Progress Party (PGP), issued a 
Statement saying that it was responding to the state of 
siege by calling on iis supporters to put away their 
weapons. However, PGP Secretary General Augusie 
Anbouroue warned that his supporters would be ready if 
the Gabonese forces tried to provoke a “bloodbath.” The 
group was “not 2 terrorist party.” he said, “but if the 
authorities want a bloodbath. we are ready.” Of the 
Gabonese troop reinforcements sent on Monday, he 
said: “Their first aim is to disarm us.” “We will not 
shoot first, but we expect a lot of things once the French 
have leit.” [passage omitted] An AFP correspondent in 
Port-Gentil reported late on Monday that the town 
centre was quiet, although there was continuing agitation 
in African residential neighbourhoods. 


Clashes in Port-Gentil Continue on 29 May 


LD2905 102190 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 29 May 90 


[Text] The situation in Gabon: We have just this 
moment heard that there were clashes in the middle of 
the morning between the Gabonese security forces and 
demonstrators, and that automatic weapons fire was 
heard in the working class districts of Port-Gentil. 


Further on Clashes in Streets 


AB2905110090 Paris AFP in French 1008 GMT 
29 May 90 


[Text] Port-Gentil, 29 May (AFP)}—Clashes occured 
between Gabonese security forces and demonstrators 
this morning. The AFP special correspondent reported 
hearing automatic weapon fire in the working-class res- 
idential areas. It is not known whether people were 
wounded. Several arrests were made by the Gabonese 
military riding in public works department trucks. An 
AFP reporter saw prisoners being led into the trucks. 


In the streets adjacent to the Printemps district of the 
city, in the center of the “African” residential area, 
people retreated amid a cloud of tear gas. One could 
clearly hear the sound of assault grenades and intermit- 
tent shots of automatic weapons. Further away, one 
could see a light armored car pushing a completely 
burned car. 


Some 500 French nationals, who have been gathered in 
two centers since last night, are guarded by French 
soldiers. The others, whose number could not be deter- 
mined but who might total 100, remained at home. The 
French authorities, for fear of expatriates being taken 
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hostage, “have strongly advised them to remain in the 
centers where they are gathered.” 


Solcier ‘Beaten to Death 


AB2905112890 Paris AFP in French 1106 GMT 
29 May 90 


[Text] Port-Gentil, 29 May (AFP}—One Gabonese sol- 
dier was captured by demonstrators and beaten to death 
in Port-Gentil, while several persons were reportedly 
wounded by bullets during clashes with the Army, sev- 
eral eyewitness accounts stated. Several children were 
reportedly wounded and sent to hospital, according to 
these sources. 


An AFP special correspondent noticed that clashes 
between Gabonese soldiers and demonstrators con- 
tinued late this morning 'n downtown Port-Gentil. The 
Army, the presidential guard, and paratroopers threw 
assault grenades and fired intermittent automatic 
firearm shots to take over the center of the city. 
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Opposition Party Leaders Arrested 


AB2905 114290 Paris AFP in French 1109 GMT 
29 May 90 


{Text} Port-Gentil, 29 May (AFP) Three leaders of the 
Gabonese Progress Party (PGP, opposition), whose sup- 
porters have been demonstrating for nearly a week at 
Port-Gentil, were arrested early this morning, several 
witnesses reported. The three men, Guy Nang Bekxale. 
Auguste Ambouroue, and Guy Ogoula were arrested 
while arguing al a barrier in an attempt to secure the 
release of several children arrested recently. About 20 
people are reported to have been picked up by the 
Gabonese security forces, the PGP disclosed. 


lt appears these leaders are the local organizers of the 
PGP. This movement, formed two monihs ago under the 
multiparty system, has already lost its sectretary general 
who died last week under unclear circumstances. This 
death led to riots in Libreville and Port-Gentil. 
According to some militants who were interviewed, 
other leaders are prepared to take over and have. for that 
purpose, gone underground since yesterday evening. 
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Mandela Reportedly Admitted to Hospital 27 May 


MB2805 192590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1855 GMT 28 May 90 


[Text] We have just heard that Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
deputy president of the ANC [African National Con- 
gress], last night was admitted to the Park Lane Hospital 
in Johannesburg. The reason for his illness is not yet 
known, but it 1s suspected that 11 1s a recurrence of an 
earlier problem he has had with his prostate gland. 


Mandela's admission has been kept secret, and the ANC 
would not confirm that Mrs. Mandela is visiting him 
right now. 


Sisulu Comments on Mandela 


VfB 7805203790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2019 GMT 28 May 9 


[Text] Johannesburg May 28 SAPA—The deputy presi- 
dent of the African National Congress, Mr Nelson Man- 
dela, was admitted to hospital on Monday [28 May] for 
a minor operation, according to ANC internal leader 
Walter Sisulu 


Mr Sisulu told SAPA he thought it had been a prostate 
operation—and that it had already taken place, on 
Monday afternoon. 


When asked how serious he thought Mr Mandela’s 
condition was, Mr Sisulu said: “His own view was that 
he wouldn't even spend the night in hospital.” 


‘Nothing Seriously Wrong’ 
MB2905045090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2102 GMT 28 May 90 


[Text] Johannesburg May 28 SAPA—There is nothing 
seriously wrong with African National Congress Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela, and his European tour will still 
go ahead as scheduled, congress Information Department 
head Ahmed Kathrada said on Monday night. 


Mr Kathrada confirmed that Mr Mandela was in hos- 
pital, but said it was simply for a routine check-up which 
had been planned some time ago. “Its nothing sudden... 
he (Mr Mandela) had finished his phase of rallies, and it 
was thought this would be an appropriate time for him to 
go for a check-up.” 


Mr Kathrada said he did not know details of the medical 
examination which had taken place. He was not aware of 
any operation, but he had spoken to a member of the 
Mandela family on Monday afternoon who had told him 
Mr Mandela wanted to come home that evening. 


The hospital had however thought it advisable to keep 
him in overnight. 


Meanwhile, Park Lane Hospital General Manager Dr Gordon 
Cohen said only, “He is here... he’s in no danger at all.” 
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Mr Mandela underwent a prostate operation in 
November 1985. while he was stll in prison, serving a 
life sentence for sabotage and conspiracy to overthrow 
the state. 


Mandela in ‘Satisfactory Condition’ 


MB290S085090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0735 GMT 29 May 90 


[Text] Johannesburg May 29 SAPA—ANC Deputy Pres- 
ident Mr Nelson Mandela's health is not in danger, Park 
Lane Clinic General Manager Dr Gordon Cohen said in 
Johannesburg on Tuesday morning 


He said Mrs Winnie Mandela was due at the clinic later 
on Tuesday morning and would brief the press. 


“He ts resting and in a satisfactory condition,” said Dr 
Cohen. 


He refused to comment on reports in a Johannesburg 
newspaper on Tuesday morning that Mr Mandela had 
undergone an operation. 


“It is unethical for me to comment on this,” he said when 
asked about the newspaper report which claimed the 
doctor had confirmed he had operated on Mr Mandela. 


“I know the doctor and | doubt whether he would have 
spoken to the press.” Dr Cohen said. 


“He shies away from that sort of thing.” 


Mandela Undergoes ‘Minor’ Surgery 


MB2905090790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 29 May 90 


[Text] Johannesburg May 29 SAPA—ANC Deputy Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela underwent “a minor operation” 
on Monday. and will remain “a couple of days” in 
hospital, Johannesburg Park Lane Clinic General Man- 
ager Dr Gordon Cohen confirmed on Tuesday morning. 


Mr Mandela's forthcoming trp to Europe was “in no 
way affected and would go ahead”, his wife, Mrs Winnie 
Mandela, told reporters outside the clinic. 


“Mr Mandela will be here a couple of days and 1s 
resting—which he needs. He is well on his way to 
recovery. During the course of his checkup, Mr Mandela 
had a minor operation,” Dr Cohen sad. 


“It was not his prostate...the operation was nothing 
serious, and can't have any long-term consequences,” the 
specialist added. 


Mr Mandela, who is in a private room at the clinic, was 
visited by his wife earlier on Tueday. She would visit the 
ANC deputy leader later in the day. Mrs Mandela said. 


Dr Cohen said only the Mandela family and senior ANC 
leadrs were allowed access to Mr Mandela at this stage. 
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Walter Sisulu, the ANC’s internal leader, and Ahmed 
Kathrada ANC Information head, arrived later to visit 
Mr Mandela. 


European Tour Delayed 


MB2905 103590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1014 GMT 29 May 90 


[Text] Johannesburg May 29 SAPA—ANC Deputy Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela will leave for Europe on June 4, a 
day later than planned, ANC Spokesman Mr Ahmed 
Kathrada said in Johannesburg on Tuesday. 


Mr Kathrada and ANC Internal Leader Mr Walter 
Sisulu spoke to the media after visiting Mr Mandela at 
the Park Lane Clinic, where he 1s recuperating from “a 
minor operation”. 


The hospital general manager, Dr Gordon Cohen, con- 
firmed earlier that the ANC deputy President had under- 
gone a “minor operation” on Monday. He declined 
however, to divulge details of the operation. Dr Cohen 
said Mr Mandela would remain in the clinic for “a 
couple of days” 


According to Mr Kathrada, “it will depend on Mr 
Mandela and his doctor when he leaves the clinic’. “He 
is very, very well,” Mr Kathrada added. 


“He is very bright.” Mr Sisulu said after meeting Mr 
Mandela in his private room at the clinic. 


“All Mr Mandela’s scheduled trips will go ahead as 
planned,” Mr Kathrada added, referring to the ANC 
leader's visits to Europe and the United States in June. 


NP Tells Mandela ‘To Get His Act Together’ 


MB2405110590 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 May 90 p 2 


[Text] Caye Town—The National Party [NP] bluntly 
told ANC [African National Congress] leader Nelson 
Mandela yesterday to stop criticising it and to get his act 
together. 


“Your track record of controlling your own people is not 
goud, just as your call for people to throw pangas [knives] 
into the sea has not worked,” senior NP sources told Mr 
Mandela in reaction to his comments on Tuesday [22 
May] that the ANC would not tolerate the continuing 
“massacre” of people by police while negotiations on 
peace were in progress. 


Mr Mandela also said that while President De Klerk was 
honest in his efforts, he could not control the police. 


Senior NP sources said there was a widely-held resis- 
tance building up among people outside of the ANC “to 
the way in which Mr Mandela ts posturing on the one 
hand yet is totally unable to control what his people are 
doing on the other hand.” 
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In Welkom, the sources said, many people involved in 
the unrest violence were wearing ANC T-shirts. 


“This has done nothing to inspire his followers. There 
were even ANC members in the group that was going to 
march to the white residential areas of Welkom.” 


NP Sources said Mr Mandela's attack on the police 
played into the hands of people who would I:ke to see a 
reactionary groundswell developing. 


“These kinds of statements are really doing nothing to 
contribute to the situation. There is a feeling of impa- 
tience with his whole demeanour, with his holier-than 
thou attitude.” 


The NP wanted to see Mr Mandela reprimanding his 
erring followers. He needed to distance himself from 
“this whole pattern of pointless political demonstrations 
and confrontational cycles.” 


While the right wing was playing a role in bringing about 
the political confrontation, the NP would like to see Mr 
Mandela use his influence to break the cycle of violence. 


“He would then have a lot more credibility among 
people who are not ANC supporters.” 


The Government had been criticised for appointing a 
commission of inquiry “every time the police took 
action”, the NP sources pointed out. 


De Klerk Visits Spain, Seeks ‘Help’ From EC 


MB2505070890 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English OSOO GMT 25 May 90 


[Text] President F.W. de Klerk ends his tour of nine 
European countries in Rome today. He will have talks 
with President Francesco Cossiga of Italy this morning 
and later in the day meet Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti. President de Klerk will also have talks with 
influential businessmen during his visit to Rome. He 
returns to South Africa tomorrow. 


Earlier during his visit to Spain, President de Klerk told 
Spanish leaders that he needed the help of the European 
Community to tackle economic problems that could 
endanger his reform plans. He gave Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez a detailed explanation of his 
plans to dismantle apartheid and to establish power 
sharing. 


Mr. Gonzalez, who has in the past urged firmer action 
against South Africa, said he valued Mr. de Klerk’s 
reforms but that they had to be consolidated. He said 
that he would act on sanctions in agreement with other 
EC maiember countries. 


Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Ordonez said Pres- 
ident de Klerk had taken very positive steps but that 
many steps remained to be taken. 
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ANC in Lagos Issues Warning Over Negotiations 


AB2505200990 Dakar PANA in English 1722 GMT 
25 May 90 


[Text] Lagos, 25 May (NAN/PANA)—The ANC 
[African National Congress] warned Friday in Lagos that 
it would be forced to back out of current negotiations 
with the South African Government if the racist regime 
continued to “unleash terror” on the black population in 
that country. 


“Much as we are ready to fulfill our commitment, we 
should be equally ready and duty-bound to back out of 
this process, if the other side continues to play tricks and 
continues to arm itself and unleash a wave of terror on 
the masses of our country,” the ANC said in a statement 
to mark the African Liberation Day. 


The statement, signed by George Nene, the ANC chief 
representative in Nigeria, said that “‘as long as apartheid 
is still in place, is intact and untouched, the struggle 
continues”. 


It urged African countries, under the umbrella of the OAU, 
to continue with the isolation of South Africa and to 
maintain existing [words indistinct] the stand taken by the 
Commonwealth foreign ministers at their recent meeting 
in Abuja to continue with sanctions. It said this would 
enhance the international anti-apartheid campaign. 


For the past 27 years, 25 May has been observed as 
Africa Liberation Day, to commemorate the colony's 
decolonisation process which began in mid 1950s. 


Government Expects Moves on U.S. Landing Rights 


MB2705085890 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 27 May 90 p 1 


[Text] President F.W. de Klerk has hinted that South 
Africa may soon be granted landing rights in the United 
States again. 


Speaking at liha do Sal in Cape + ‘rde, where he was 
received by Pr s*dent Aristide Maru Perreira on Friday 
[25 May] nig while returning from Europe, Mr de 
Klerk said ke hoped landing rights would be granted 
soon. 


This would enable SA Airways once again to use the 
airpor’? at liha do Sal—which South Africa had devel- 
oped as a stop-over point on the route to America. 


Government sources said they expected some movement 
on landing rights. 


ANC’s Mlangeni on Recruiting, Future Conference 


MB2305185590 Lusaka SECHABA in English 
May 90 pp 20, 21 


[Interview with Andrew Mlangeni by unidentified 
SECHABA reporter; date, place not given] 
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[Text] [Reporter] Mass protests are continuing in South 
Africa despite the unbanning of the ANC [African 
National Congress] and the releae of its leaders. De 
Klerk thinks that because of these protests he cannot lift 
the state of emergency. Do you think that protests should 
continue as a form of pressure on the regime to lift the 
state of emergency, or that they should be stopped so that 
De Klerk can lift the state of emergency, as he says? 


[Mlangeni] | am of the opinion that mass protests should 
continue in South Africa. We are convinced that unless 
pressure in all its forms is put on the government, it will 
not make any moves. The moves it has recently adopted 
of deciding to speak to the ANC are as a result of pressures 
that it is feeling. Pressure both internally and externally. 
That is why, among other things, we have asked the 
international community to put pressure on the South 
African regime. In the context of what is taking place 
today, mass protests are essential in order to force the 
government to move faster towards the so-called reforms. 


[Reporter] The second question is concerned with the 
rebuilding of the ANC inside the country. Is the ANC 
encountering difficulties in rebuilding its structure 
inside the country” 


{[Mlangeni] The ANC has just been unbanned after 30 
years of illegality. Now that the ban on our organisation 
and other organisations has been lifted, a lot of work has 
to be done. We have to mobilise the people, we have to 
recruit them into the organisation, we have to establish 
offices, and those offices have to be manned by experi- 
enced people. These are ali issues we are personally 
attending to. We have not as yet started with some of 
these things, such as recruiting members, but | can tell 
you that the enthusiasm from the people in the country, 
especially the oppressed people. 1s so by requests for 
membership. So you can see that we will not have much 
difficulty as soon as our recruitment drive begins. At the 
moment, we are printing millions—literally millions—of 
membership cards, and as soon as we are ready we will 
begin. We may find some problems here and there 
probably about discipline, etc, but we think that as soon 
as we Start issuing these cards, the question of indis«1- 
plinc will cease to exist. 


[Reporter] What about the Mass Democratic Movement, 
the UDF [United Democratic Front] and so on? Should 
they continue functioning as they are functioning now? 


[Mlangeni] A decision has been taken by the National 
Executive Committee [NEC] of the ANC that we should 
encourage Organisations such as the UDF to continue to 
exist. First of all, we in the ANC have no authority at al! 
to dissolve any organsation. We do not have that 
authority. These organisations are independent, and if 
they decide on their own to disband, to dissolve, it is up 
to them. So that the decision of the NEC, therefore, is 
that these organisations should continue to function, but 
we are going to recruit members from these organisa- 
tions, to join us. In the long term, obviously, we foresee 
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a position whereby they will cease to exist. But, as | say, 
comrade, we have no authority to dissolve them. 


I'll tell you of an exa nple. Some organisations, such as 
the TIC [Transvaal Indian Congress], even the UDF at 
the moment, are discussing among themselves whether 
they should continue to exist or not. It’s their decision. If 
they decided to dissolve, it’s up to them. The Transvaal 
Indian Congress 1s also faced with a similar problem. A 
large number—the majority in fact—of the members are 
saying, now that the ANC exists legally, is there any 
necessity for these other organisations to exist? These are 
topical questions which are being discussed at home. 


[Reporter] From De Klerk’s briefing interviews with the 
Press in South Africa, it seems that he’s sticking to his 
concept of group rights, and a rejection of one person 
one vote. How is the ANC approaching this issue, which 
seems fundamental to the solution of the apartheid 
problem? 


[Mlangeni] De Klerk has made it clear that they as a 
party are for the concept of protecting group rights. In 
other words, they said this ts a fundamental point, that 
groups and not individuals should be protected. Now, 
that concept of the protection of group rights 1s com- 
pletely unacceptable to the ANC, and we maintain that 
once an individual is protected, naturally the groups are 
also protected. South Africa’s Law Commission has also 
rceommended that individuals should be protected. 
There should be protection of individual rights, and not 
of group rights. This is our approach, and | hope that 
these matters will be considered in the coming discus- 
sions between our organisation and de Klerk’s regime. 


[Reporter] Finally, then, Comrade Andrew, there will be 
an ANC Conference inside the country in December this 
year. Have preparations for this conference begun, and 
how widespread are they, or are they relying on how 
much the ANC begins to organise itself inside the 
country? 


{Mlangeni] Well, first of all, as I said earlier, we have got 
to recruit members. And. obviously, if there are no 
memovers we cannot have a conference. So the crucial 
thing at the moment is, first of all, to recruit members 
into the organisation. I have alrcady pointed out we'll 
have no problems as far as I can see in recruiting 
members because already we are overwhelmed by large 
numbers of people every day coming to our houses, 
saying, ““We want to join the ANC.” So I don’t foresee 
any problem in preparing for the conference in 
December. At the moment we are just beginning to 
prepare. We cannot put the cart before the horse. We 
have to put the horse to the fore, and, in this case, the 
horse 1s recruiting people and forming branches and the 
structures of the ANC, before you can even think of a 
conference. But we shall have the conference as 
intended. 
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Parliamant Approves Local Authority Bills 


MB2405075290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] Several amendment bills aimed at the devolution 
of power to local authorities have been approved in 
Parliament. 


The minister of the budget and local government, Mr. 
Amie Venter, said the government had committed itself 
to the devolution of power as far back as 1982. He said 
that the aim was to bring decisionmaking closer to those 
affected by it daily. 


Mr. Venter said that the community would receive 
greater responsiblity to ensure that local authorities 
carned out their duties properly. 


Parliament Reportedly To Scrap Amenities Act 


MB270S075790 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 27 May 90 p 2 


[Racial Act Will Go Next Week” by Lester Venter] 


[Text] The scrapping of the Separate Amenities Act will 
appear on Parliament's order papers early in the coming 
week. 


President F.W. de Klerk disclosed on his flight back 
from Europe that the legal processes for the law's aboli- 
tion had b+ »n prepared, and would be completed in the 
remaining three weeks of this session of Parliament. 


President de Klerk was not explicit on whether any 
reservations would be maintained on amenities such as 
public pools and holiday resorts. 


He said it depended on “how the consequences of the 
scrapping of the Act were handled”. 


He said, however, that ihere would be no new legislation 
in the place of the Separate Amenities Act. 


President de Klerk has been using the imminent scrap- 
ping of the Act as an illustration of his commitment to 
ending apartheid. 


The scrapping of the Act will probably be published in 
Monday's [28 May] order paper in Parliament. 


DP Urges Probe of Overseas Political Killings 


MB240508 1990 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 24 May 90 


{Text} The Democratic Party [DP] has urged the govern- 
ment to broaden the terms of reference of the Harms 
Commission of enquiry which is investigating the Civil 
Cooperation Bureau [CCB]. It wants the commission to 
investigate the external activities of the CCB and to take 
immediate steps to disband it. 


In a Statement issued in Cape Town, a coleader and 
spokesman on law and order of the DP, Dr. Denis 
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Worrall, also urged the Department of Justice and the 
attorneys general to provide accomplices with indemnity 
against future criminal liability should they provide 
satisfactory testimony to the commission. 


He said the Defense Force should take steps to eradicate 
the CCB and that these steps could not wait for the 
report of the commission. Dr. Worrall said there was a 
very real danger that the CCB might try to scuttle the 
present negotiation process. 


A former regional manager of the CCB Mr. Petrus Botes has 
told the Harms Commission that he ordered the killing of 
six people. Our Pretoria news staff reports that he said that 
these people were all overseas and that they were excluded 
from the terms of reference of the commission. 


Mr. Botes admitted under cross-examination that during 
a meeting with the minister of law and order, Mr. 
Adriaan Vlok, he failed to inform the minister of the 
CCB and its activities. Earlier, in an interview with the 
newspaper VRYE WEEKBLAD, Mr. Botes had alleged 
that he had briefed Mr. Viok fully about the CCB. Mr. 
Botes told the commission that he had informed Mr. 
Viok about only one assignment that he had been 
working on. 


Albie Sachs on Future Constitution 


MB2405131890 Lusaka SECHABA in English May 90 
pp 23-26 


[The Constitutional Position of White South Africans 
in a Democratic South Africa” by Albie Sachs—first 
paragraph is SECHABA introduction] 


{ Text] Published below is the first installment of extracts 
from the first draft of a paper by Albie Sachs, intended to 
provoke thought about aspects of a future constitution in 
South Africa and about what should be done now to 
prepare the way for change. It will appear in two install- 
ments in the May and June issues of SECHABA. The 
introduction is produced fully, followed by brief excerpts 
on federal options; suffrage; own-affairs-thematic apart- 
heid; race group vetoes and the principles of consocia- 
tional democracy; ghettoes in government, congealing 
vested rights; and privatising apartheid. 


What used to be called the black problem has now 
become the white problem. It is not easy to accept that 
even in relation to the demise of apartheid, it is the 
whites and their anxieties that dominate. Justice would 
require that the central issue be how to guarantee to the 
oppressed majority that their political rights be restored 
and the effects of centuries of colonial and racial domi- 
nation removed. Negotiations should exclusively be 
about how to dismantle the sctructures of apartheid. 
establish democracy and correct the injustices of the 
past. Yet what is being projected as the central issue is 
the constitutional future of the whites. 


In principle, this should be no problem at all: the whites 
will enjoy full democratic rights like all other citizens. 
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Whiteness will become a constitutionally irrelevant cat- 
egory. Those people who are today classified as white 
will cease to enjoy the special privileges that go with this 
attribution and become ordinary members of society. 
The fact that their whiteness disappears as a constitu- 
tional fact does not mean that they vanish as people. On 
the contrary, once the system of white supremacy is 
destroyed, their true interests as citizens, no better or 
worse than anyone else’s, can be protected, and this 
includes their interests both as individuals and as mem 
bers of cultural, religious and other groups. 


What those who regard themselves as white and who are 
anxious about their future should therefore be 
demanding is guarantees that their constitution be dem- 
ocratic and that the fundamental rights and liberties of 
all be respected, without consideration of race, colour, 
gender or creed. Yet what they are in fact asking for is 
precisely that the constitution be non-democratic rather 
than non-racial and that every consideration be given to 
race, colour and possibly to creed (the gender issue 1s 
simply too much for them). 


Sometimes they claim to be speaking in defence of the 
rights of all minorities. On other occasions the issue is 
put as being how to prevent domination of one racial 
group over another. A further formulation is how to 
protect civilised standards, or, more fashionably these 
days, uphoid first world standards. Much is said about 
defending group rights. 


What it comes down to is that whites at present control 
the whole apparatus of government and repression, they 
are given by law 87 percent of the surface area of the 
country, they completely dominate the economy, they 
have acg 'ired the habits and culture of the master race 
and they are reluctant to give up even the slightest of 
their privileges. At the more positive level, they are part 
and parcel of the history and culture of South Africa, 
they have skills and aptitudes which could be beneficial 
for the whole country, and in increasing numbers they 
are beginning to break away from racist ideas and 
practices. 


They have the capacity to do enormous harm to the 
country, and also the possibility of transforming them- 
selves as they take part in the process of transforming 
South Africa. Building a new nation in South Africa 
requires solving the white problem, that 1s, destroying 
the system of white supremacy and establishing the 
means whereby the whites become ordinary citizens 
participating actively in the life of the society, neither 
more nor less privileged than anyone else. 


If problems were solved simply by finding acceptable 
formulae, then the question of the future constitutional 
order in South Africa could already be regarded as 
largely settled. Those who have traditionally defended 
apartheid are now saying that they accept the following 
core principles: 


—an undivided South Africa, 
—no domination of any group over any other group, and 
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—universal suffrage. 


At first sight these principles appear to meet the basic 
claims of the anti-apartheid forces. The moment they are 
converted into concrete constitutional proposals, how 
ever, it becomes clear that they cover conceptions of 
government and human rights that are not only differen! 
from but incompatible with those of the anti-aparthend 
movement. The basic difference is the saliency given to 
race. The anti-apartheid position 1s to eliminate race as a 
constitutional determinant, while the approach ot the 
authorities 1s to make race the fundamental! factor 


Thus, the undivided South Airca could be a united 
country, or it could be a jumble of loosely related 
race-based bantustans, cantons and federai sictes. Simi 
larly, the principle of nondomination can be n aintained 
by accepting majority rule subject to a Bill of Rights 
guaranteeing fundamental rights and liberties, or, alter- 
natively, by establishing a system of racial ‘own affairs’ 
and race-group vetoes in Parliament. Finally. there can 
be one person one vote On a common voters’ roll, or one 
person one vote on separate racia'!y constituted rolls, tae 
suffrage could be universal and undivided or universal 
but separate. 


The differences are not merely ones of degree. capable of 
being settled by a reasonable ammount of give and take 
on both sides. There just cannot be co-existence between 
racial group rights and non-racial democracy. It would 
be like saying that just a little bit of slavery would be 
allowed, not too much, or that the former colonial power 
would exercise just a smal! amount of sovereignty over 
the newly independent state, not a lot. While the phased 
replacement of race rule by non-racial democracy can be 
contemplated, the constitutional co-existence of the two 
is philosophically, legally and practically impossible 


A number of assumptions can be made about South 
African historical and cultural reality which are relevant 
to any constitutional proposals. The first 1s tht the 
system of apartheid is unjust, hated by the majority of 
the populaton and beginning to disintegrate unde: pres- 
sure. Second, South Africa is multi-lingual, multi-taith 
and multi-political. Third, there are vast social and 
economic inequalities that have been established by 
apartheid laws and practices. Fourth, itis in the interests 
of all South Africans to prevent the collapse or serious 
impairment of productive capacity or public utilities 
Fifth, there are certain universally accepted mghts and 
freedoms which are as relevant to South Africa as to any 
other part of the world. Finally, the process of nation- 
building and overcoming past traumas will require con- 
stant aod sensitive attention. 


The argument that follows is that, difficult though the 
initial adjustment might be, a nonracial democracy tn 
fact provides far more effective guarantees to the whites 
(as to all South Africans) than does any system based on 
racial group rights. 
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1. Direct Entrenchment of White Privilege— the Group 
Rights Scheme 


ihe group rights approach is based upon the assumption 
that as far as political rights are concerned, the funda- 
mental unit in the constitutional structure 1s the race 
group and aot the individual citizen. The group concept 
reflects itself in a number of different dimensions— 

rruorally, eleciorally, thematically. procedurally and 
institutionally. The territoral materialisation of group 
rights takes the form of schemes for fracturing sover- 
eignty On a Spatial basis (federal variants). The electoral 
manifestation is through separate voters’ rolls. The the- 
matic dimension 1s via the concept of ‘own affairs’ in 
Parliament, which has as its Siamese twin the procedural 
concept of race group vetoes. The institutional aspect 
rehes On constitutionalising -rivate law devices for 
maintaining segregation 


Federal Options 


As a matter of pure principle. there are arguments for 
and against union just as there are in relation to federa- 
tion. A number of liberals in South Africa have over the 
years argued in tavour of federation simply as a means of 
preventing over-centralisation of power. The federal 
idea was coupled » ‘h the concept of a Bill of Rights. 
Had they left ut at that and campaigned for universal 
franchise, their arguments might today have achieved 
considerable strength inside the broad anti-apartheid 
movement. The fact is that. with a few honourable 
exceptions, until quite recently they added a third check 
and balance that was manifestly racial in character, 
namely that of a qualified franchise which effectively 
excluded the majority of blacks from the vote. The 
federal concept thus came to be associated with the 
paternalistic notion that blacks were almost bu not quite 
good enough to take part in governing the © ountry. 


In dealing with the whole question of iederalism, 11 1s 
useful to remember that different objectives might be 
wrapped up tn the same concept. For some, federalism 1s 
meritorious in itself inasmuch as it prevents excessive 
concentration of power in any single authority and at the 
same time encourages respect of genuine regional differ- 
ences. For others it 1s a way of depriving majority rule in 
South Africa of any meaning; by virtue of drawing 
boundaries round race and ethnicity. 1 wall prevent the 
emergency of a national government, keep the black 
population divided, prevent any economic restructuring 
of the country and free the economically prosperous 
areas of the country of any responsibility for helping 
develop the vast poverty-stricken areas. As far as the 
second group of pro-federationists 1s concerned, the 
issues are really ones of selfinterest dressed up as prin- 
ciple, and will have to be dealt with on that basis. 


Suffrage: Universal But Separate 


No one seriously argues today that whites can continue 
to have the vote and blacks not. The principle of uni- 
versal, or, rather, of generalised suffrage, 1s no longer 
contested. Even the most conservative sections of the 
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whites accept that all blacks should have the vote. The 
question is how the vote should be exercised. 


Classical apartheid would permit Africans to vote only in 
independent tribal bantustans. Reformed apartheid 
would add that so-called urban Africans could elect 
Statutory bodies which would then link up with the 
bantustans and the tricameral parliament to create a 
confederal superstructure for the country as a whole. 
Multiracial apartheid would go a step further and permit 
elections for a single government, but voting would be 
done on separate racial rolls. 


In all these cases there would be universal franchise in 
the sense that all adult South Africans, black and white, 
would have the right to vote. Yet in each case the very 
way in which the franchise is exercised would perpetuate 
rather than help dismantle apartheid. 


The implications of having separate voters’ rolls reach 
well beyond the composition and functioning of the 
legislature. They both ensure that elections will never be 
fought on a national basis but always on a sectional basis, 
and require that the population of the country continues 
to be officially classified according to race. In order to be 
placed on his or her particular roll, each voter will have 
to satisfy the registering officer that he or she belongs to 
the relevant racial group. Provision will have to be made 
for so-called borderline cases and criteria will have to be 
established for classifying persons of mixed ancestry. In 
other words, one of the key and most odious of apartheid 
Statutes, the Population Registration Act, formely the 
Race Classification Act, will have to remain on the 
Statute book. Registration officers will have the task of 
looking at people’s hair and noses and judging skin tints 
or giving language or cultural history tests. 


What South Africans need above all is to acquire the 
habits and practices of living together, working together 
and voting together, and doing so as equals. A common 
voters’ roll is the most fundamental indication of a 
shared citizenship and shared loyalty. It 1s the equivalent 
of independence for former colonies. It is the mark of 
sovereignty, which for the first time will be coextensive 
with the people as a whole. Universal franchise on a 
common voters’ roll will not in itself end apartheid. 
which is an intricate and all-pervasive system with 
institutional, economic and psychological dimensions, 
but it will be both an historical acknowledgement of the 
fundamental equality of all South Africans. and the 
means whereby the inequalities and injustices of the past 
can be overcome in an orderly, law-governed and dem- 
ocratic way. 


Own Affairs— Thematic Apartheid 


The idea of separate states gave way reluctantly to that of 
separate parliaments. Now separate parhamic...5 are 
being superseded by separate themes. The members will 
all sit together in the same chamber, even eat and 
perform all their natural functions together, but the 
issues Which they discuss will be segregated. 
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The concept of own affairs presupposes the race classi- 
fication not of people but of themes. The constitution 
will define a whole range of questions that will be 
regarded as falling peculiarly and exclusively within the 
domain of certain race groups. These would include not 
only matters such as language, w/:ere group rights could 
be entertained, but residential, health and educational 
issues, with massive implications for taxation, finance, 
insurance, construction, land ownership and even for 
security. 


Race Group Vetoes and the Principles of Consociation 
Democracy 


Control over own affairs can be exercised either offen- 
sively, in the form of exclusive right to legislate to certain 
themes, or defensively, by virtue of the right to nullify or 
veto legislation touching on own affairs. The racial group 
velo 1s being projected as the ultimate safeguard that 
group rights will be respected. It 1s not only objectionable 
in principle, it would be disasivous in practice, and 
particularly so for the whites whom it 1s intended to 
protect. 


The devices of own affairs and mutual vetoes are in fact 
derived from the principles of what has been called 
consociational democracy argue that the unqualified 
application of majority rule in countries torn by severe 
cleavages of language, religion, political allegiances or 
national origin, is undemocratic and leads to govern- 
mental paralysis; it is undemocratic because the “winner 
takes all’ principle means that nearly half the population 
is excluded from government, and it paralyses public 
administration because all social energies are directed 
towards capturing total power for one’s own group and 
keeping the other group permanently out of office. 


take 4 begins here 


Ghettoes in Government 


The principle of race representing race with guaranteed 
positions and blocking powers would extend into the 
government itself. 


This raises some problems in relation to the Presidency. 
If it were possible to apportion sections of the body along 
racial lines, this would surely be done, with the head no 
doubt being white to take the decisions and the arms 
black to do the work; one can only speculate as to who 
would get the other parts. What the biological scientists 
cannot achieve, the constitutional experts are trying to 
accomplish. Instead of allowing the people of the country 
to choose their president in fair and open cSections, they 
are proposing a complicated scheme of indirect choice 
based upon a racially constituted college. 


ii. Indirect Entrenchment of White Privilege 


There are non-racial as well as racial ways of entrenching 
white privilege. The racial way is to construct the con- 
stitution around categories of race. The non-racial ways 
are two-fold: the one is constitutionally to freeze the 
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economic and social status quo, the other to ensure 
constitutional protection for privatised apartheid. Both 
schemes fit in with the idea of Parliament being a place 
where blacks can talk as much as they like, but only act 
in relations to their own affairs. namely. the bantustans, 
the urban slums and the overcrowded schools and hos- 
pitals. Even in this limited sphere they will be emascu- 
lated, since the resouces needed to bring about any major 
improvements would be constitutionally under white 
lock and key. 


Congealing Vested Rights 


An apparently race-free clause in the constitution would 
protect what would be termed vested interests from any 
governmental interference. To adapt Anatole France's 
famous statement, any such constitutional device would, 
in its democratic and non-racial way, protect with equal 
majesty the vested interest of blacks to live in com- 
pounds, to migrate from the bantustans, and crowd the 
townships, hospitals and schools, and of the whites to 
occupy the suburbs and take trips to Hong Kong. 


Privatising Apartheid 


The ultimate defence of white privilege is to take nt out of 
the domain of public law altogether and protect i as a 
private matter. This would be done by means of an 
apparently innocuous constitutional provision which 
simply acknowledged the inviolability of contracts and 
freedom of association. If necessary the old Latin phrase. 
pacta sunt servanda—agreements must be honoured— 
can be utilised. Apartheid as a system of public law 
would be dead. The statutory division of the population 
on the grounds of race would be over. There would be no 
legalised discrimination. no official segregation of facil- 
ities, NO racial group areas, no system of separate 
schooling, no apartheid in hospitals or swimming baths 
or golf courses. All that would exist would be a clause in 
the constitution permitted people to form private asso- 
ciations on a voluntary basis, and then another clause 
upholding freedom of contract. People could then get 
together and by virtue of pacts or restrictive covenants 
create racially exclusive residential areas, establish 
racially exclusive schools and hospitals and swimming 
pools and golf courses. 


Conclusion 


Six different constitutional schemes are being prepared 
with the common objective of preserving a privileged 
position for the whites in a future South Africa. They are 
intended to operate as a package, and yet each single one 
on its own could have the effect of frustrating the 
development of non-racial democracy in South Africa. 
The basic argument used to justify them all 1s that whites 
would be swamped by the black majority unless they 
received special constitutional protection. 


It 1s contended that this argument is false, and that 
non-racial democracy offers a far more secure position 
for all South Africans, the whites included, than do any 
of the special schemes. 
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Hungarian Minister Supports Trade Relations 


MB2405 200190 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 24 May 90 


{Text} Hungary's new minister of international eco- 
nomic relations, Dr. Bela Kadar, says there 1s no reason 
why Hungary should not trade with South Afnca. In 
Budapest, Cliff Saunders asked Dr. Kadar to state the 
new Hungarian Government's attitude toward relations 
with this country. 


[Begin recording] [Dr. Kadar] |. as an economist, and 
quite many other economists—and that will be the 
official philosphy of the new government—that we are 
eager to deideologize our external. economic, and even 
political relations. [as heard] 


[Saunders] Does this mean, Dr. Kadar, that Hungary 
opposes the issue of economic sanctions against South 
Africa? 


[Dr. Kadar] So, let's be pragmatic minded in this respect 
And I, at least, cannot understand if so many African 
countries cooperate economically. (’in) economic tes 
with South Africa, why couldn't we do that. And, quite 
many European countries, which are really very value- 
conscious, like the Scandinavian countries, also have 
quite flourishing trade relations with South Africa 
Respecting the results of the nonviolent South African 
transitions, | would say that the new government would 
be ready to start the new basis for economic cooperation 
on the basis of the new general issues and benefits. [end 
recording] 


25 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2505 120390 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Police Must Act Against Black Radicals, White Extrem- 
ists—Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 23 
May in its page 6 editorial refers to the “freer, yet more 
difficult to handle, situation,” saying it was “inevitable” 
since lifting the lid on the African National Congress 
(ANC) and other organizations. “The Right views this 
with jaundiced eyes. It believes the government 1s capit- 
ulating to the ANC.” THE CITIZEN warns that “the 
security forces, unable to clamp down on the ANC, will 
find it hard to clamp down on White extremists. But if 
Mr. Viok and his police do not act against both Black 
radicals and White extremists when they break the law, 
or seek to usurp or subvert the powers of the police. this 
country will descend into anarchy.” 


THE STAR 


Call for Viok Measures Against Intimidators— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 25 May ina 
page 10 editorial says it has “lost count of the number of 
times Mr. Adriaan Viok has threaicned strong measures 
against people who carry arms to political meetings. One 
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of these days he is going to have to translate bluster into 
action.” “We urge the Minister into swift and decisive 
action—in Natal, where combatants in the conflict rou- 
tinely carry guns, knives, and spears to political rallies, 
and in the Transvaal and [Orange] Free State where 
self-appointed white vigilantes openly flouted the laws 
against intimidation and racial incitement.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC, Businessmen Meeting ‘Better Beginning’—* More 
is likely to come out of meetings between businessmen 
and the ANC than ever resulted from P.W. Botha’s series 
of get-togethers,” declares a page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 25 May. “If 
Mandela’s threats about nationalisation have helped 
concentrate business minds on alternative ways to 
redress past economic wrongs, the firm message from 
business on the dangers of state ownersh'p has produced 
yet another ANC shift on the issue.” “Like the ANC’s 
meeting with government, this has been a better begin- 
ning than many had dared hope; similarly, there 1s a long 
way to go.” 


De Klerk U.S. Visit Postponement *Wise’—“That Pres- 
ident de Klerk seems unlikely to go to Washington this 
month, and perhaps not next month, is wise, even better 
would be an indefinite postponement on the under- 
standing that a meeting sometime could be fruitful,” 
remarks a second editorial on the same page. “That 
President Bush wishes to see President de Klerk is 
sufficient indication that U.S. policy towards this 
country may change. For the meantime, the best 
response is that a visit would be lovely—sometime far in 
the future.” 


SOWETAN 


White Businessmen Listen 10 Economically *‘Dispos- 
sessed’—“The meeting between the ANC and white 
business was useful in that, for the first time, those who 
have wielded economic power for such a long time are 
now listening to the views of the dispossessed,” notes 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 May in its 
page 6 editorial. “Big business has over the years collab- 
orated with apartheid and it 1s time it played ball with 
black organisations to correct the imbalances created by 
apartheid. Black and white must thus sit together to 
decide on how the economy must be developed in such a 
way that it serves the whole country rather than the few.” 


NEW NATION 


Call for ‘Systematic’ Wealth Distribut:on— 
Johannesburg NEW NATION in English for 25-31 May 
in its page 6 editorial sees the “need to retaip sanctions 
abroad and at home the need to agitate for a more 
meaningful process of economic transformation that will 
empower the majority of the peopie. It is true that the 
political relationship between the people and the state is 
changing rapidly and even dramatically. Yet the eco- 
nomic relationship between the haves and have-nots, 
between black and white, remains unchanging.” “The 
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distribution of wealth in this country can be achieved 
through a non-hysterical systematic programme that 
would be a far cry from the armageddon that many white 
South African businessmen are not predicting.” 


THE WEFRLY MAIL 


Local Government To Determine Future RSA—The 
type of local government we have ts another “factor 
which will decide the type of South Africa which emerges 
after apartheid.” writes Steven Friedman in his “Worm’s 
Eye” column on page !4 of Johannesburg THE 
WEEKLY MAIL in English for 25-31 May. “It is obvi- 
ously easier for people at the grassroots to control local 
representatives than national ones. If local government 
iS Strong and democratic, 1 provides people with far 
more power over their daily lives than a system in which 
it is merely an arm of the national government or 1s 
controlled by an elite.” The government has “acknowl- 
edged for the first time that a new local government 
system will have to be non-racial.”” An option for local 
government 1s to “give ‘neighbourhood committees’ 
some of the powers now enjoyed by local governments.” 
However, “demands for iully non-racial and democratic 
local government have not yet been won” and “local 
negotiations will play an important part in deciding 
whether it 1s won.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 
‘Abandonment’ of Homelands—Minister Stoffel van 
der Merwe’s announcement that the constitutional 
standing of the ‘independent homelands’ 's a matter for 
future negotiation 1s historic.” declares Pietermaritzburg 
THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 17 May in a page 
10 editorial. “In its way, Minister van der Merwe's 
statement may be taken as his Government's formal 
abandonment of Grand Apartheid.” 


26 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2605 101590 


{Editorial Report] 


SATURDAY STAR 


Right Wing Groups Endanger Afrikaners—‘South 
Africa, after a long hiatus, is :n the midst of catching up 
with the realities of the late 20th century. Tha process 1s 
impeded by those white politicians who continue to look 
backward rather than forward (and the politics of Dr 
Andries Treurnicht differ only in degree from [Boer 
Homeland Party leader] Mr van Tonder).” points out a 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English on 26 May. “Their obsessions with the past 
endanger the prospects of all Afrikaners, and all South 
Africans, after the country moves on to a more demo- 
cratic form of government. Many blacks, after all, note 
that their people have great historic grievances too. They 
see the Voortrekker Monument, for instance, not as a 
shrine but as a symbol of racism. What would the Van 
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Tonders of our land say about that memorial being 
blown up to avenge ancient wrongs?” 


THE CITIZEN 


Government Must Prevent ANC ‘Intimidation’ Rule— 
“It was time a Minister rapped ANC {African National 
Congress] Deputy President, Mr Nelson Mandela, for 
the statements he makes,” begins a page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 25 May. “To 
our mind, Mr Mandela has become a master of double 
talk. He talks peace but supports the continuance of the 
armed struggle.” “We believe Mr Mandela is the suave 
face of the ANC, but that there are other leaders who are 
intent on achieving the ANC’s aims by violence and 
intimidation rather than jet the future be decided at the 
conference table. In all this, the government has been 
Strangely quiet. Seemingly nobody has wanted to say 
anything that would suggest the government was obdu- 
rate, or that it did not genuinely want negotiation, or that 
it was denying the ANC the right to do or say whatever 
it wanted. Certainly nobody wanted to utter a cross word 
about Mr Mandela, no matter how provocative or con- 
troversial he was. In the light of the government's desire 
to create a climate for negotiation, this might be under- 
standable, but there are limits to this kind of tolerance or 
patience. This has apparently now been reached.” ““Lib- 
eration’ movements elsewhere in Africa achieved victory 
by intimidation—and the government must see to it that 
it does not happen here.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Reforms Need ‘Intelligent’ Public Discussion—A page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 23 
May reads: “Do South Africans in all groups share a 
common patriotism and sense of belonging as South 
Africans? Regrettably, not all of them do. And so the 
warning sounded this week by Mr Justice Olivier, vice- 
chairmen of the SA Law Commission, is pertinent. As he 
said, a new constitution is premature until a society has 
found and settled its identity. Questions of identity are 
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primary, touching on the citizens’ sense of worth and 
function and underlying their basic security—or insecu- 
rity. Since 1948 South Africans have been increasingly 
brainwashed into believing themselves to be members of 
separate groups. It was impressed upon them that any 
other course would spell suic:de—for whites in general 
and for Nationalist Afrikaners in particular, who had 
assumed unto themselves an exclusive sien on the sym- 
bols of statehood. Now, suddenly, whites are asked to 
accept the reality: that they are a minority group in a 
richly diverse multi-cultural society in which blacks wi!l 
be playing a significant and ultimately leading role. How 
to prepare the ground? The old pre-1948 South African- 
ism, shorn of its white supremacist assumptions, 1s 
something to build on. Ex Unitate Vires was the motto of 
Union after all, and it took the country safely through 
two world wars. There 1s also economic interdependence 
and a remarkably good relationship in the workplace in 
most of the country. And there are other binding factors 
such as sport and entertainment, promoting a sense of 
common identity and belonging. In the 1990s there 1s 
little choice, anyway, but to swim together or to sink in 
bitter and separate enmity. Apart from visionary leader- 
ship, what is needed is intelligent public discussion in the 
media, preparing South Africans to feel at ease in the 
new South Africa.” 


Lift Race Restrictions for Power Sharing ‘Test P.un'— 
“Minister Hernus Kriel’s heralding of a new system of 
local government not based on race and in which power- 
sharing, without domination of minorities, would be the 
guiding principle, is to be warmly welcomed. But such a 
system is clearly not envisaged overnight.” notes a 
second editorial on the same page. “Let those cities, such 
as Cape Town, which have already expressed a wish to 
drop all racial restrictions, do so. Allow all people living 
within their municipal boundaries to enjoy representa- 
tion on a single council and to be eligible to election on 
it. Give them the freedom to live in whatever area their 
pockets permit, rather than their skin colour. It would be 
a wonderful opportunity to give non-racial power- 
sharing a test run. How about :t?” 
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Mozambique 


* About 40,000 in Matutuine Need Emergency Aid 


WAFKOIOOA Mapuio NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
6 Apr 90 p 3 


[Text] Nearly 40,000 people comprising over half of the 
Matutuine District's current total population are facing a 
serious food and clothing shortage. requiring prompt 
emergency assistance. 


Information obtained by our reporter from the adminis- 
tration of that district of Maputo Province indicates that 
many of those stricken are aged or children who, by their 
very nature. combined with the war situation being 
experienced in the region, are incapable of producing for 
their subsistence. 


The source remarked: “The majority of the young group 
constituting the guarantee of agricultural production for 
those in an emergency situation have left the district 
because of the war.” 


In fact, those citizens are undergoing a tragic situation, 
with their future left to fate, because with every passing 
day they can do nothing else but vainly seek new areas in 
which the procurement of food might possibly prove easy. 


The administration source noted: “In this district, the 
population ts focusing its attention on a search for means 
of avoiding becoming victims of the armed bandits’ 
action. Thus, they are prevented from engaging in agri- 
cultural activity.” 


This scenario has actually forced the nearly 40,000 
people affected by hunger and nakedness to start living 
as nomads, leaving their respective places of origin and 
their land, much of which is suitable for farming use. 


As has occurred in other areas of the country, the 
southern part of Matutuine, where the armed bandits’ 
activities are being felt with greater intensity than in the 
rest of the district, houses over half of the nearly 40,000 
inhabitants lacking food and clothing. 


This being the case, according to statistics recently 
compiled in the region, the Catuane, Zitundo, and Ponta 
do Ouro areas rank highest for the number of needy 
persons, the rest being distributed among the other 
localities, such as Machangulo and Salamanga. 


Difficulties Hamper Emergency Aid 


As we noted previously, the Matutuine District is currently 
one of those hardest hit by the armed bandits’ activities in 
Maputo Province. This is the only cause impeding the 
rendering of emergency assistance to those citizens. 


The source pointed out that the vast majority of the 
needy are living in a nomadic state. Hence, even though 
efforts are being made to channel the required assis- 
tance, *t does not appear practicable, because those 
people are not living gathered in any center or in 
locations where they can be identified. 
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As we remarked, the armed bandits’ constant attacks 
make it umipossible for people t> concentrate in any given 
section of the district. 


Furthermore, the predicament of the Matutuine inhab- 
tants became worse last year, when the armed bandits 
destroyed the warehouse containing ‘ood products and 
clothing belonging to the Departmc.; To Prevent and 
Combat Natural Disasters (DPCCN) t..4t had been oper- 
ating in Bela Vista. 


Currently, not even the possible emergency aid provided 
during previous years to benefit at least the population 
surrounding the district headquarters is being given, 
because the land access routes to the site appear impas- 
sible as a result of the enemy action. 


As our reporter observed, that population has bencfited 
very irregularly from supplies of certain products of 
prime necessity, through smal! shipments the volumes of 
which fall far short of those really required. 


Most of Matutuine’s population has been deprived of the 
ability to work on the land: iis inhabitants are living as 
displaced persons. Some of them have been accommo- 
dated on Iiha da Inhaca, a Maputo town, in addition to 
those located in South Afr ~~ and Swaziland. 


5,000 Receive Aid from CVM 


Since January a total of 5,200 persons, including those 
displaced by war and helpless old people, accommodated at 
various centers in Maputo, have benefited from assistance 
in the form of food and clothing supplied by the provincial 
delegation of the Red Cross of Mozambique (CVM). 


According to Boaventura Cossa, deputy chief of that 
delegatiop’s Emergency Aid Department, these are 
needy individuals living in the districts of Marracuenc, 
Boane, Manhica, and Namaacha, as well as in Maragra 
and Urban District-7. 


Those citizens, whose social situation does not allow 
them to c.igage in farming activity for subsistence, have 
on several occasions during this period received quanti- 
ties of corn and various items of clothing resulting from 
donations given to CVM by the World Food Program 
(WFP) and the Swedish Government. 


Concurrently, since February a joint CICV/CVM bri- 
gade has been carrying oul a program aimed at locating 
the population isolated ia the interior of the province, 
collecting information on their primary necessities, pub- 
licizing international humanitarian law, and assisting the 
population most severely stricken. 


The aforementioned brigade worked in the Manhica and 
Marracuene districts, including Samora Machel Village. 
Galunde, Matalane, Xinavane, Vila da Manhica, Malu- 
ane, Maragra, and Pateque, among other localities. 
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Moreover, the source admitted that the action taken by 
the Emergency Aid Department during the aforemen- 
tioned period did not fulfili the plan orginally estab- 
lished, as a result of the constant damage to the trans- 
portation facilities in the delegation’s service, as weil as 
problems with access io certain regions stricken by 
armed bandits 


* Cooperation With Spain To Be Expanded 
WAFUIOOB Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
7AprVWpl 


'Text}] Yesterday, talks between President Joaquim Chis- 
sano and the head of the Spanish Government, Felipe 
Gonzalez, marked the second day of the official visit that 
the Mozambican chief of state has been paying to that 
European country since Thursday. The talks that took 
place at La Moncloa Pale -e in Madrid a day after Felipe 
Gonzalez had won a vote of confidence from the Spanish 
Parliament consisted of an exchange of views on the 
development and consolidation of the cooperation and 
relations between Spain and Mozambique. 


During the talks between Joaquim Chissano and Fel: se 
Gonzalez, the possibility of extending the cooperation to 
other areas, such as those of cuiture and sports, among 
others, was also a topic of discussion. 


Later, at a press conference that he held at El Pardo 
Palace with the local news agencies, President Joaquim 
Chissano remarked that the visit was proceeding very 
well and surpassing expectations, because the Mozamb- 
ican delegation received a response from Spanish busi- 
nessmen, with whom an exchange of opinions was heid. 


Joaquim Chissano commented: “There is great interest 
among Spanish enterprises in participating in Mozamb- 
ican development, as well as in the benefits that both the 
enterprises and Spain will be able to accrue from that 
cooperation.” 


At a luncheon given in his honor and that of his wife, 
Mrs Marcelina Chissano, by the Spanish head of state 
and his wife, the Mozambican leader ment:oned in his 
speech that he was certain that the visit thar he was 
paying to the Kingdom of Spain would offer new pros- 
pects. He underscored the cooperation existing in the 
various fields, specifically, in fishing, transportation and 
communications, agriculture, industry, energy, tourism, 
and health, as well as technical cooperation and that in 
civil defense. 


Joaquim Chissano declared: “It is with great satisfaction 
that we observe the cooperation existing between our 
two countries proving to be quite positive and growing. 
Among the leading nations, Spain occupies a prominent 
position as a partner of our country.” President Joaquim 
Chissano also commented on the issue of peace, noting 
that, although it was slow in coming. he had hopes that 
the final part of this process would occur soon, and that 
peace could be established in our territory. 
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As for the consolidation of democracy and economic 
development. Chissano told Gonzalez: “We are aware of 
your efforts to make democracy in Africa and Latin 
America genuine. as has sust been proven by Spain's 
Participation in the course of action that led to 
Namibia's independence. We are certain that your sup- 
port will have an effect on the democratic process and 
the process of peace and development in Mozambique.” 


The head of the Spanish Government, in turn, speaking 
on the same occasion, said that Spain maintains a special 
bond of cooperation with certain Afmcan nations in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, and that Mozambique 1s one of 
those sharing 11. 


As the spokesman for the Spanish Government later 
disclosed, Felipe Gonzalez discussed the need for not 
giving up North-South relations at this time, when 
“everyone 1s concerned about East-West relations, with 
the reforms that are taking place.” 


Also a cording to that official source, Felipe Gonzalez 
described Spanish-Mozambicaa relations as excellent, 
and praised the efforts for peace being expended by the 
wtazambican Government and the PRE [Economic 
Recovery Program]. which he considers to have major 
potentialities for Spanish enterprises, creating greater 
epportunites for foreign investment. [passage omitted] 


Chissano. who traveled by helicopter from the Royal 
Palace at El Pardo, where he 1s staying. was greeted by Lt 
Gen Jose Santos Peralva, chief for military affairs at that 
enterprise. 


The chief of state visited one of the premises in which 
certain components are assembled, and witnessed an 
aerial demonstration of some of the aircraft produced by 
that enterprise. 


Rafael Rodriguez, who 1s engaged in marketing for 
Africa and the Middle East at that enterprise, claimed 
that there had been contacts between Spanish Acronau- 
tical Construction, Inc [CASA], and Joao Honwana, 
commander of the Mozambican Air Force, to discuss 
matters relating to potential cooperation. 


He added that there had also been contacts with Mozam- 
bican Airlines (LAM) to promote relations between the 
two enterprises in a commercial context. LAM has two 
“CASA” type airplanes manufactured there as well. 


According to the program that has been devised, the 
presidential party will leave today for Sevilla, where 
several mectings will be held with the president of the 
Andalucia Junta and other local autonomous authorities. 


* Machanga’s Displaced Face Emergency Situatior. 


QOAFO100C Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
11 Apr 90 p 3 


[Text] Close to 5,300 people displaced by war and 
recovered from the armed bandits’ captivity in the 
Machanga district of Sofala are facing serious probiems 
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related to clothing, blankets, food, and health. Most of 
that group (men, women, and children) show up with 
naked bodies, while others wear fiber made of tree bark. 


Besides those who were taken to the Lhua-Chicota 
accommodation center, without being provided with 
clothes because they were nonexistent, another |! fam- 
ilies are concentrated in the locality of the district 
headquarters completely naked. This situation is due to 
the lack of a single item of clothing in the district 
warehouse of the Department To Prevent and Combat 
Natural Disasters in that region of Sofala. 


As of the last day that our Beira agency’s reporter worked 
in Machanga, the families concentrated in the district 
headquarters had already spent over a month after their 
liberation without having received any assistance in the 
form of clothing and blankets. 


They had received only aid consisting of products of 
prime necessity, specifically, corn meal and beans, in 
amounts considered meager. 


Carlos Bero, secretary of the party's district committee for 
the economic area, an individual associated with emer- 
gency aid in Machanga, expressed regret over this fact. He 
added that the situation has been aggravated by the small 
amounts of products and clothing received on the district 
level, and sent in the context of the emergency. 


Carlos Bero remarked: “This sitation is impeding suit- 
able aid for displaced persons who have returned or been 
recovered from the armed bandits’ captivity.” He 
claimed that the fact that the district depends on the 
maritime route for the removal of food from Beira to 
that district lies at the origin of the situation. 


According to the subject of our interview, “This route 
depends on the tide.” In other words, there are periods of 
low tide, sometimes preventing the circulation of vessels. 


Our source noted that the small amounts of products 
received on the district level are sent by airlift on 
helicopters operating as part of the emergency program. 


Nevertheless, the intensity with which the drought, on 
the one hand, and the rainfall, on the other, } ave 
occurred during the recent agricultural campaigns in 
Machanga will contribute to its continued dependence 
on food donations for a long time. 


Combined with these two factors is the soil’s slight 
germinating capacity, causing the local population to 
give agriculture third priority among its activities, after 
fishing and salt mining. 


During the past 2 years the weather conditions in that 
district have shown an alternating, adverse behavior. For 
example, during the last campaign the drought that 
continued up until March of last year destroyed the crops 
from the two agricultural seasons, in general. 


During the 1989-90 harvest, the corn and sorghum 
crops, among others, requiring a moderate quantity of 
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water, were desti.__ 1 by the heavy, intermittent rainfall 
that occurred in the region until last December. 


Under these conditions, the local authorities’ efforts to 
promote agricultural production on vast areas resulted in 
failure, even despite the massive involvement of the pop- 
ulation displaced by war and recovered from the armed 
bandits’ captivity in that region of Sofala Province. 


Machanga, a district separated from Inhambane Prov- 
ince by the Save River, is currently supporting 5,300 
members of the population in a state of emergency, 
including victims of natural disasters, and recovered and 
displaced persons. Of that number, 800 come from other 
districts of Sofala, namely, Chibabava and Buzi, and 
certain regions of Inhambana and Manica provinces. 


* Matutuine Health Stations Destroyed by ‘Bandits’ 


90AF0100D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
5 Apr 90 p 8 


[Text] Thousands of inhabitants of the Matutuine Dis- 
trict in the southern region of Maputo Province have for 
the past several years been without regular health assis- 
tance, owing to the activities of the armed bandits who 
have forced four of the seven health stations that were 
operating in various parts of the area to go out of service. 
Matutuine currently has only thre: health units, whose 
activity is irregular, considering ihe fact that they are 
struggling with a lack of medications. 


Information gathered at the Matutuine Health Center, 
located in the town of Bela Vista, from the respective 
director, Jaime Aquino, indicates that only the Catuane, 
Ponta do Ouro, and Pedreira stations are rendering 
minimal assistance to the population, although with 
many difficulties, exacerbated by the insecurity imposed 
by the armed bandits. 


Meanwhile, the Machangulo, Zitundo, and other health 
stations have had their activities halted after having been 
seriously damaged by the bandits. In this way, the latter 
have forced their personnel to seek refuge in other 
locations, in addition to having greatly jeopardized the 
access routes leading to those health units. 


While the other stations ceased to operate years ago, the 
one in Zitundo was destroyed in November of last year. 


ihe director of the Matutuine Health Center claims that 
the only three stations operating lack medications as a 
result of problems existing on the access routes, on which 
tr_nsportation to those units is impossible. 


He remarked: “When we sporadically receive a few ship- 
ments of medications arriving from Maputo, they often 
remain held here at the health center for the same reasons.” 


In fact, the Matutuine Health Center is the unit responsible 
for sending medications to the aforementioned stations. 


According to the subject of our interview, this problem 
has prevented many persons, most of them wounded in 
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systematic attacks by bandits, from receiving proper 
emergency assistance. Many of th_m end up losing their 
lives under circumstances that would be preventable 
under normal conditions. 


In a situaiton typified by countless difficulties, such as the 
one we describe in this article, the prevalence of certain 
diseases was to be expected in the Matutuine district. 


As we learned, only the health center operating in the town 
of Bela Vista has the minimal capacity for mitigating the 
effects of the most common diseases, such as cases of 
malaria, parasitoses in general, and dental caries, which are 
diseases attacking children as well as adults. 


The coverage that the center has the capacity to provide 
includes only the population living in the regions closest 
to the unit: because the lack of security in the more 
distant areas makes it impracticable for the health per- 
sonnel to travel for the purpose of rendering assistance in 
those areas. 


Aquino notes: “On the local level, we have managed to treat 
all the cases of these diseases that show up at our station, 
and we have also met with success in treating them.” 


Nevertheless, generally speaking, these diseases are a 
major concern for the district health entities, because 
many of those stricken, especially those from the south- 
ernmost regions of the district (where there is virtually 
no health station operating), have no opportunity to 
travel to the town’s health center. 


Currently, the health center in question is treating an 
average of 40 patients a day, most of whom are stricken 
with malaria. 


* Nhavotso Says 1,283 Students Graduated in Cuba 


YOAFOIOIA Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
17 Apr 90 p8 


{Text} Education Vice Minister Arnaldo Nhavotso 
announced yesterday in Maputo that over the past 6 
years the Republic of Cuba has graduated a total of 1,283 
Mozambican students at the middle level. Nhavotso 
added that this graduation rate is quite positive consid- 
ering the reduced number of establishments at that level 
in our own country. The Education Vice Minister dis- 
closed this fact during a meeting he held with reporters 
yesterday in the capital, after returning last Saturday 
from a visit that took him to Mexico and Cuba. 


The leader made a one-week working visit to Cuba, both 
to evaluate issues related to bilateral cooperation in the 
area of education and to familiarize himself with activ- 
ities being carried out in the four Mozambican schools. 


The Vice Minister said that of the more than 3,000 
students in Cuba, close to 250 are attending pre- 
university courses and 750 are in polytechnic institutes 
specializing in various technical professions. 
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In reviewing the work undertaken in the schools, he 
classified it as very positive even though in the pedagog- 
ical area the disciplines taught by Mozambican teachers 
have been underutilized, as the result of both the move- 
ment of students in the middle of the year and the lack of 
teaching materials. 


Evaluating aspects of the cooperation between Mozam- 
bique and Cuba, the Vice Minister of Education 
expressed satisfaction at the results achieved up to now. 


Arnaldo Nhavotso visited the Republic of Cuba, coming 
from Mexico, where he represented our country in the 
International Congress on Educational Planning, Manage- 
meni and Development, which took place on 26-30 March. 


The Congress focussed attention on four areas, specifically 
the role of education planning and administration in the 
context of the restructuring and generalization of basic 
education and the elimination of all forms of illiteracy in 
the world; educational planning and human resource 
development; the modernization and development of edu- 
cational administration and management systems; and, 
planning and management in times of crisis. 


The Congress adopted a series of resolutions and measures 
that must be taken into account in order to achieve the 
objectives of the World Declaration on “Education for 
All,” approved in Thailand at the beginning of last month. 


* Massive Population Exodus From Nacaroa Cited 


90AF0101B Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Apr 90 p 3 


[Text] The number of inhabitants in Nacaroa District, in 
northeastern Nampula Province, declined by some 
91,200 people in 1988, to little more than 41,000 inhab- 
itants last year. The decline was due to assassinations 
and kidnappings of civilians by armed bandits, as well as 
to the massive exodus of the population seeking more 
productive lands and relatively secure locations. 


In addition, last year the evildoers attacked the town of 
Nacaroa, some 164 km from the City of Nampula, seven 
consecutive times, occupying it on one occasion for three 
days, and committing barbaric acts. 


Local officials said to our reporter that the Inte: > admin- 
istrative post, which was previously the major center for 
agricultural production, is today seriously threatened by 
terrorists, making it difficult for the population to carry 
out agricultural activities. 


They also said that over the last five years the bandits 
have destroyed 20 of the 34 primary schools in that 
region, the majority of them burned last year. The same 
sources also stated that, with respect to the application of 
the Law of Amnesty and Pardon, more than 6,000 people 
who had lived under coercion with the armed bandits for 
years surrendered to the local authorities in 1989, and 
another 4,380 were recovered. 
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In order to facilitate the correct application of the law, 
the district has promoted study seminars and published 
orientation documents, and has immediaiely created 
brigades to disseminate these to various productive 
sectors, including communal villages and localities. 


All the beneficiaries of the law were seni to their families, 
and some to the accommodation centers for war refu- 
gees, at their request, where they have received, although 
in insignificant quantities, food, clothing and production 
tools donated by the international and humanitarian 
organizations. 


In the seven times in which the armed bandits attacked 
last year, the headquarters of Nacaroa received massive 
human and material damage, which the local authorities 
have still not estimated. 


The first impression of the citizens who have taken refuge 
there is that the bandits stayed more than three days, 
because of the notorious cruelty with which they treated 
the area: damaged infrastructure in the district headquar- 
ters, half-naked people, and other vestiges of trauma. 


Eye witnesses of various attacks in the region stated that in 
previous years the headquarters had been well-equipped 
with social infrastructure, of which today only skeletons 
remain to be seen. The population of Nacaroa is currently 
denied interdistrict commerce with neighbors in Memba, 
Namapa and Nacala-a-Velha, for fear of possible attacks 
by the evildoers during the trip to those regions. 


In contacts our reporter had with former former officials, 
chiefs and religious persons of various sects, in a meeting 
organized for that purpose, these people showed their 
willingness to be reintegrated into the struggle against 
underdevelopment and their adherence to party activity. 
They had received a psychological blow in the transition 
government. A former official living in the district 
headquarters added that “we are tired of the effects of 
the war against the armed bandits. We never were 
hungry here in Nacaroa, nor did we ask any region for 
food aid, but over the last few days we have been forced 
to depend on millet and other food donated by persons 
from other friendly countries, while we have fertile lands 
that are now the most dangerous areas of our region,” 
said our interviewee, adding that he is satisfied by the 
efforts undertaken by the Mozambican Government and 
its people to achieve peace in the country. 


Various speakers from the former colonial authority 
brought up the problems of the war and the negative 
effects this has on society. 


* Armed Forces Initiate Constitutional Debate 


Q0AFOI01C Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
10 Apr 90 p 1 


[Text] The study and debate of the draft revision of the 
Constitution of the Peoples Republic of Mozambique by 
the Armed Forces/FPLM [Peoples Forces for the Libera- 
tion of Mozambique] was initiated last weekend in 
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Moamba District, Maputo Province, with the creation of 
six brigades of two to three members each, who will lead 
the discussion of what will be the basic law of the country, 
in the Provincial Military Command and in the subunits 
stationed in all districts of Maputo. The work was led by 
the chief of the provincial commission for the constitu- 
tional debate in the Provincial Military Command of 
Manuto, Lieutenant Colonel Eugenio Ussene Mussa. 


The launching of the study and debate of the draft of the 
revision of the Constitution of the Peoples Republic of 
Mozambique within the Armed Forces of Mozambique 
[FAM], which took place in Moamba District, concluded 
with the participation of the commanders of the sub- 
units, soldiers, and invited guests. 


Speaking on the occasion, Provincial Military Com- 
mander Lieutenant Colonel Eugenio Mussa, who 1s also 
chief of the provincial commission for the constitutional 
debate within the FAM/FPLM in Maputo, reminded 
those present that the decisions of the Fifth Congress not 
only confirmed the imperative of the constitutional 
revision, but also pointed to the need for this activity to 
be based on deeper reflection and a broader debate. 


He also emphasized that a heavy responsibility falls on 
the brigades that have been created, since they must 
ensure that every military man freely express his point of 
view to permit the basic law to respond more adequately 
to the interests of the country and the people. 


Directing himself to the chiefs and members of the 
brigades, the official said: **We well know that where you 
are ging you will not find comrades as dedicated as you 
might think, regardless, we are hopeful because, fortu- 
nately, you are knowledgeable of the characteristics of 
the activities of our subunits. It is necessary to make 
every sacrifice to reach down to the level of the soldier.” 


Eugenio Ussene Mussa emphasized that the most valu- 
able contributions are to be found among the soldiers 
who live day and night in the rain in defense of the 
Fatherland and the People. 


After stating that the enemy will try, through atrocities, 
to prevent the people from undertaking debate on the 
draft, that commander appealed to the soldiers to 
increase their battle readiness in order to frustrate the 
enemy and ensure the study and debate of this important 
document within the established timeframe. 


“In the course of our discussions we cannot remain 
isolated from the concrete contradictions of our history 
of struggle,” stated the chief of the provincial commis- 
sion in the military command. 


He explained to the soldiers that the fact that purely 
military brigades have been created in order to facilitate 
the debate process within the military does not signify 
the existence of a special draft for the Armed Forces of 
Mozambique. “The document is the same. Therefore, it 
is the same thing that will be studied and debated by all 
the Mozambican people. We did that for organizational 
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and practical reasons. A civilian could only with great 
difficulty make his way to a site where a soldier 1s on 
combat duty. While for the military man there 1s no 
problem because he ts like a fish in water.” he clarified. 


After presenting the brochure containing the text of the 
draft, the explanatory text and the major themes, the 
provincial commission chief explained the major themes 
of this document, spending more time on the tenth 
section which deals with single-partyism and pluralism. 
On this theme, Eugenio Mussa presented the advantages 
and disadvantages of the two systems, taking into 
account the reality of our country which 1s consolidating 
national unity and attempting to coordinate the capabil- 
ities, Means and efforts to promote socioeconomic devel- 
opment, consolidate the country’s independence and 
reinforce democracy. 


The provincial commander alerted those facilitating the 
process of the constitutional debate to avoid imposing 
their ideas or iniluencing the contributions of the sol- 
diers because, according to him, the Nation belongs to 
everyone and everyone has the right to take a position on 
national problems. 


* Population in Some Cities Debate Constitution 


YOAFOLOID Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Apr YO pl 


[Text] “The introduction of political pluralism in 
Mozambique will lead to a worsening of the war that has 
devastated the country for more than 13 years, and it 1s 
thus not feasible for such a system to be adopted in this 
country.” This observation, followed by a rejection of 
pluralism, was made on Tuesday by population groups 
during the discussion of the preliminary draft of the new 
Constitution, in the municipality of Palmeiras, Manhica 
district. Maputo Province. 


According to AIM [Mozambique Information Agency]. 
as of now. topics of discussion on the part of the 
population have included articles referring to the party 
system to be adopted in Mozambique. democracy, and 
social justice. 


The eight centers created in the locality of Palmeiras to 
debate the document were in general agreement on their 
reyection of political pluralism, in a population martyr- 
ized by the war and saying. “we do not want other 
political parties to exist in Mozambique.” 


The participants in the debates sustained the rejection of 
pluralism, evoking their experiences in the armed struggle. 


FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation Front] was the one 
movement emerging from the fusion of the three polit- 
ical groups that existed prior to the struggle. and which 
could be identified by their tribalist and regionalist 
profiles. 


“During the armed struggle there was only one move- 
ment that directed the insurrection and that became a 
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party after the independence of the state, which we 
recognized at that time.” said a participant. 


He questioned why “only now should other parties 
exist,” adding, “where were these other parties before?” 


On the discussion of democracy, a total of 180 partici- 
pants, according to facts made available to AIM by an 
official at the table, asked to take the floor and speak on 
the exercise of democracy in che country. 


One participant disputed whether a true democracy 1s 
really exercised in Mozambique, while another confronted 
that statement saying that “a greater democratic freedom 
could aggravate the cisharmony among citizens.” 


This speaker even advocated a centralized democracy 
“to avoid uncivil relations and the liberalization of our 
expressions. 


Article | of the draft of the Constitution says that “the 
Peoples Republic of Mozambique 1s an independent. 
sovercign, unified. democratic and socially just state.” 


With respect to social justice, the discussion focussed on 
the relation between the soldicr and the common 
Mozambican citizen. 


In the view of one speaker, social justice cannot be 
spoken of in Mozambique because, according to him. 
such justice does not exist. 


The same speaker took as an example the “bad treat- 
ment” to which a soldier will sometimes submit a 
common citizen. and the former remains unpunished 
even with the knowledge of the authorities “because 
justice 1s not carried out.” 


According to the schedule for Palmeiras. the study of the 
document should be completed by the 27th of next month. 


In the rice-milling factory belonging to Inacio de Sousa. 
the debates will begin next month only at his request. as 
all the workers are involved in the rice harvest. 


Contrary to what 1s occurring in the capital of Maputo’s 
suburban centers, where the population took advantage 
of the debates to protest the cost of living, the population 
of Palmeiras participated considerably in the discussions 
of the draft itself. 


Meanwhile, the need to finish the war as rapidly as 
possible has been emphasized in the course of the debates 
in all of the centers created there. according to Jose 
Mocumb), chief of the administrative post of Palmeiras. 


“Here the people feel the war and the problems that it brings 
in their flesh and bones, for that reason the war 1s one of the 
issues raised most often in the discussions.” he added. 


In Sofala 


In the City of Dondo. in Sofala, debate continued 
yesterday on the draft of the constitution. Single- 
partyism and pluralism were two topics that dominated 
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the debates in the final part of the discussions, according 
to a report from colleagues on our delegation tn that 
region of the country. 


Thus, four people defended the single party state, 
arguing that this system could be workable, but that it 
should be effectively democratic. Another four defended 


pluralism, but according to these elements, the system of 
government should have a law limiting the number of 


parties to a maximum of three and a minimum of two. 
But they warned that should pluralism be introduced, it 
could become tribal in nature and contribute to the 
continuance of the war. 


During the study of the draft, the possibility of allowing 
the start-up of private clinics and schools was examined. 
With reference to Article $8, a representative from 
Health explained that unti! that moment there had been 
no legal disposition to authorize the opening of private 
clinics; nevertheless, the issue had been broadly dis- 
cussed in the Fifth Congress, adding that the State gives 
enterprises the opportunity to maintain their own health 
facilities, but the medical personnel staffing them must 
be directly controlled by the Ministry of Health. 


The presence of a gun on the national flag was also 
questioned, on the principle that our country does not 
belong to any military bloc. This observation arose 
during the debate on Article 32 


The chief of the provincial brigade leading the discussion 
clarified that point, stating that the symbol in question 
has other significance in the national context and has 
nothing to do with militarism, nor 1s it intended to 
symbolize Mozambique as a member of NATO or the 
Warsaw Pact. 
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City of Maputo 


The debates on the draft of the Constitution continued 
yesterday afternoon in the city of Maputo in areas where 
institutions and firms are grouped, specifically in the 
Mozambique Center for Documentation and Informa- 
tion (CEDIMQ) and the Institute for Health Sciences. 


In the second location, Title Il was analyzed. on rights, 
duties, freedoms and guarantees, as was Title III, refer- 
ring to State organizations. 


“This article 1s welcome, because many youths were 
affected in undesirable ways. It has been shown that 
many teachers taught their classes badly because they 
were required to be teachers. In the health sector, the sick 
were badly attended because the nurses were required to 
serve as such,” said one of the speakers in the course of 
the debate on the freedoms of the citizen. 


With respect to Chapter II, “President of the Republic,” 
also inserted into Title III, one speaker questioned the point 
that refers to the President of the Republic and Commander 
in Chief of the Armed Forces. “Does that mean that the 
President has to be a military man?” he inquired. 


In this meeting, the two people who led the debates were 
criticized by four participants, allegedly for inhibiting 
open discussion. The criticism was promptly recognized 
and the debates on these two titles continued. 


Meanwhile, on Tuesday, according to AIM, the participants 
in the debate on the draft of the Constitution in the 25 June 
Sector of Maputo defended the introduction of national 
languages in the schools as a way of promoting them. 


Article 6 of the draft says that the official language is 
Portuguese, but 1 calls for the State to promote the devel- 
opment and growing utilization of the national languages as 
working languages and in the education of citizens. 
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Liberia 


Doe ‘Prepared To Step Down’ for Early Elections 


AB2505174090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 25 May 90 


[Text] President Doe says he is ready to make any 
sacrifice to bring peace to Liberia. He said he was even 
prepared to step down and hold elections shortly if that 
is what the major aim of the rebel incursion was. 
President Doe made the statement today to a crowd of 
citizens at the Executive Mansion. He said he would be 
appealing to the legislature to bring forward the date of 
elections if the people want him to do so. 


In a statement, the president called on the rebels to lay 
down their arms and seek power through the ballot box. 
He assured the citizens that the United Nations and 
other international observers would be’ invited to super- 
vise the elections and ensure that they are free and fair. 


Earlier, several statements of solidarity to the govern- 
ment were presented to the president. Among them were 
the students of the university, who presented a statement 
reportedly petitioning the government to do everything 
possible to resolve the rebel crisis through a roundtable 
conference. The students said Liberia was their mother- 
land and therefore they must reconcile with those forces 
that could lead to its destruction. 


Calls for End to Tribal Killings 
AB2505200190 Paris AFP in English 1948 GMT 25 May 90 


[Excerpts] Monrovia, May 25 (AFP)}—{[passage omitted] 
Mr. Doe wes addressing 2,000 supporters of the ruling 
National Democratic Party of Liberia (NDPL) amid 
reports that rebels who have been fighting to overthrow 
his regime since last December had made major 
advances in recent weeks. Mr. Doe challenged the rebels 
to contest elections. “‘We are sure they cannot win any 
election. no matter how free and fair it may be,” he said. 
The crowd shouted “no, no, we want Doe” and said he 
should not stand down for elections. 


Mr. Doe said his West African country would invite 
international observers to witness early general elections 
ahead of those scheduled for October 1991. But the 
pro-government crowd rejected the suggestion with 
shouts that it would be interference in Liberia's internal 
affairs. Mr. Doe, 40, who seized power in a bloody coup 
in April 1980, said his major concern was peace. He did 
not want to remain president and see his people suffering 
and dying. [passage omitted] 


At Friday’s rally Mr. Doe called for an end to the recent wave 
of brutal killings against Gio and Mano tribesmen who had fled 
to Monrovia from Nimba County where rebel leader Charles 
Taylor and his men launched their bid to unseat Mr. Doe. 


“This is not a tribal war. Not every citizen of Nimba County 
is a rebel or supporter of rebels,” Mr. Doe said. He said the 
rebel insurgency had lasted so long because the army was 
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trying to avoid civilian casualties. Friday’s pro-government 
rally, which began with a march through Monrovia’s main 
streets, was organized by a group calling itself the “Anti-Rebel 
Committee”. Many demonstrators carried pro-government 
banners condemning Ivory Coast, Libya and Burkina Faso 
for allegedly supporting the rebels. 


Rebels Reportedly 35 Miles From Capital 
AB2705 120490 Paris AFP in English 1115 GMT 27 May 90 


[Text] Monrovia, May 27 (AFP)}—AIl government sol- 
diers were ordered to report for duty after rebels of the 
National Patriotic Liberia Front were said to be only 35 
miles (56 kms) from this capital. An official announce- 
ment on state and religious radio stations warned that 
soldiers returning from the battle fronts who failed to 
turn ox. for the general muster at a barracks here would 
be considered as “deserters. ° 


Travellers said rebels of the NPLF on Saturday attacked 
a military checkpoint near Kakata, and cut the road 
there. Travellers who attempted going through Kakata to 
other parts of the country were turned back by soldiers 
manning checkpoints on the road. Travellers spoke of 
heavy fighting and said they heard shooting throughout 
the night. The Ministries of Information and Defence 
neither confirmed nor denied the reports. 


The radio announcement said soldiers who failed to 
report at the Barclay training centre would be court- 
martialed. Soon afterwards a large number of soldiers 
appeared ai the barracks. Meanwhile, Monrovia was 
calm but tense as the news of the fighting activities 
continued to spread in the town. 


The rebels, who are led by former civil servant Charles 
Taylor, launched their campaign to overthrow President 
Samuel Doe’s regime in Nimba County, north-east 
Liberia, last December 24. They captured the key iron- 
ore-exporting port of Buchanan a week ago. The govern- 
ment said it recaptured the port, 90 miles (144 kms) east 
of here, last Thursday. 


Residents Seeking Passports 
AB2805 152090 Paris AFP in English 1453 GMT 28 May 90 


[Excerpt] Monrovia, May 28 (AFP) —{passage omitted] The 
government has neither confirmed nor denied the reports 
which caused residents here to panic Sunday and lines to 
form at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in a rush for passports. 
Some travellers and foreign journalists who attempted to 
reach Kakata by road were turned back by troops Monday. 
Witnesses said they saw wounded people in vehicles travel- 
ling from Kakata to Monrovia, but could not say whether the 
wounded were soldiers or civilians. 


Some private Protestant and Catholic schools have 
already decided to suspend classes indifinitely because of 
the insurgency which was launched last December in 
northeastern Nimba County. The NPFL rebels, led by 
fugitive former senior civil servant Charles Taylor, are 
said to be moving on the capital from the norht and east. 
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It was not clear Monday who had control of the key iron 
ore port of Buchanan some 90 miles (144 kilometers) 
east of here which was captured by rebels May 19. The 
government said it had won it back on Thursday, but this 
has not been confirmed by independent sources. 


Meanwhile, more than 600 Liberians from Nimba 
County stormed the head offices of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) here at the weekend 
to protest what they called the indiscriminate killings of 
Nimba citizens. The U.N. officials said the citizens were 
requesting refuge at the U.N. offices because of a recent 
wave of killings and harassment of Nimba’s Gio and 
Mano tribespeople. A spokesman for the citizens, Paul 
Bleah, said “‘we need the assistance of the U.N. because 
our lives are in danger.” 


Most of the them complained that their homes were 
being ransacked and the “hunt for Nimba citizens at 
night by unknown uniformed men has intensified” 
despite repeated warnings by Mr. Doc that the killings 
should stop. “We are aware of their concern about 
insecurity but we cannot provide any assistance in the 
absence of consultation with the Liberian Government,” 
UNDP resident representative Michael Heyn said. He 
said he would consult the Liberian authorities and pass 
on the results of their meeting. 


In a related development, former chief justice Chea 
Cheapoo Monday called on Justice Minister Jenkins 
Scott, Defense Minister Boima Barclay and top police 
officials to resign Monday charging them with “inability 
to control their men.” 


Mr. Cheapoo, who also served as justice minister in the 
defunct military government, also blamed them for the 
murder of Gios and Manos in the Monrovia arca. 


‘Most of these soldiers do these acts under the pretext of 
searching for rebels. If they want to see the rebels, let 
them go to Buchanan or Nimba anc stop killing innocent 
people,” he said, adding that he would shoot anyone who 
came to his home asking for him late at night. 


People Urged To Return Home 


AB2805 180290 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 28 May 90 


[Text] The Government of Liberia has given assurance 
to all citizens who have fled from their homes in the city 
of Monrovia to return home, as necessary steps have 
been taken to ensure their safety. A government state- 
ment issued by the Ministry of Information especially 
appealed to those citizens who have taken refuge at the 
UNDP office and some embassies near the capital not to 
listen to rumors. Accordingly, security personnel have 
been positioned to several parts of the city at night so that 
peaceful citizens would not be molested or intimidated. The 
statement said the government has therefore issued a strongly 
worded warning that any security personnel or soldier caught 
harassing peaceful citizens or residents would be dealt with in 
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accordance with law. An) soldier or paramilitary personnel 
caught loitering around the city at night or in the day will be 
arrested and penalized severely. 


Meanwhile, the Ministry of Informatior, Culture, and 
Tourism says some citizens and organizations were overre- 
acting to developments in the country thus creating more fear 
in the minds of the people. The ministry made specific 
reference to the closure of some schools and the evacuation of 
residents from one area of the city to another. These acts, 
among others, the Information Ministry noted, were giving 
certain people the feeling that the security situation in the city 
is not stable. The ministry has therefore called on residents 
and citizens of Monrovia to go about their normal business 
and stop listening to rumors. 


Rebels Reportedly Attack Army Positions 29 May 
AB2905073490 Paris AFP in English 0118 GMT 29 May 90 


[Text] Tapeta, Liberia, May 29 (AFP)}—Anti-government 
rebels in Liberia have launched attacks on government 
positions around the West African state’s main airport at 
Robertsfield, and an advance on the capital Monrovia is 
“imminent,” a rebel spokesman said late Monday. 


The spokesman for the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL), who asked to remain anonymous, also said clashes 
had occurred in the large Bridgestone rubber plantation, 
which stretches up to the suburbs of the capital. 


He said the closest rebel position to the city was now 23 
kilometers (14 miles) to the north. The NPFL forces had 
taken the strategic crossroads of Kakata, and had 
achieved “definitive” control of the key towns of Bucha- 
nan, an iron ore port, and Gbarnga. 


Earlicr on Monday President Samuel Doe, in a bid to 
head off the rebellion, had called on the country’s 
parliament to enact a law allowing for general elections 
ahead of the scheduled October 1991 polls. A statement 
by Mr. Doe read out over state radio said the request was 
in the “interest of peace and security.” 


On Friday, Mr. Doe had offered to hold early general 
elections “even without me standing as a candidate” if 
this would help defuse the rebellion, in which thousands 
of people have died. However observers said the offer of 
early polls had almost certainly come too late to save the 
situation. There were increasing signs of panic in the 
capital as the rebels approached. A scare early Monday 
caused pandemonium in market places with many shop- 
owners closing for the day. Classes at some schools were 
also suspended and students sent home. 


The authorities set up extra checkpoints in Monrovia’s 
suburbs, and appealed for calm in the capital in a 
statement assuring residents that all “necessary steps 
have been taken to ensure their safety.” The rebel 
spokesman said NPFL leader Charles Taylor was person- 
ally leading rebel forces close to Robertsfield airport, 
which is located some 50 kilometers (30 miles) east of 
Monrovia. 
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